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Background

Safeguarding for village halls and community 

buildings

• Promoting awareness of the importance of safeguarding and good 

safeguarding practice for village and community halls throughout 

Leicestershire, Rutland and Warwickshire. 

• Supporting voluntary management committees that run halls and 

community buildings to have the knowledge and confidence to 

provide a safe environment for all.

• Sharing access to information on best practice examples on 

policies, procedures and current legislation around safeguarding.
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The village and community hall survey: Safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults

Halls with policies for protecting children have increased by 
16% as well as those with policies for protecting adults at risk up 

by 32%.

However less than half of the halls surveyed have these policies in 
place and only half of respondents consider these arrangements 

annually.
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What is Safeguarding?

Safeguarding is the action that is taken to 

promote the welfare of children and adults 

at risk and protect them from harm.



What is Safeguarding?

Creating a safe and welcoming environment, where everyone is 

respected and valued, is at the heart of safeguarding.  It’s about 

making sure your organisation is run in a way that actively prevents 

harm, harassment, bullying, abuse and neglect. 

It’s also about being ready to respond safely and well if there is a 

problem. Everyone in the organisation has a role to play in 

safeguarding. It should become part of your day to day activities.

Every organisation that delivers charitable activities has a duty to 

safeguard volunteers, staff members, participants and donors.



What is Safeguarding?

Definition: A child is…
Any person below the age of 18
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 

In the UK this means 18 irrespective of cultural or religious background, 
ethnicity or country of origin

Definition: an ‘Adult at risk of harm’?  
The Safeguarding duties set out in the Care Act 2014 apply to an adult 
who:

• Has needs for care and support (whether or not the local authority 
is meeting any of those needs); and

• is experiencing, or is at risk of abuse or neglect; and

• as a result of their care and support needs is unable to protect 
themselves from either the risk of, or the experience of abuse 
or neglect.



What is Safeguarding?

Types of abuse and harm

You need to be aware of several types of harm:

• Physical

• Sexual

• Emotional

• Psychological

• Neglect

• Radicalisation

• Discriminatory

• Financial



What is Safeguarding?

Five reasons to do safeguarding well

1. Abuse, harassment and harm can happen to anyone –
people we work with, staff or volunteers. It’s not always 
visible and often not spoken about.

2. Abuse, harm and neglect are wrong. We have a duty to do 
something about it.

3. When everyone understands safeguarding and their right 
to be safe, people who have nowhere else to turn are 
protected.

4. An organisation that does safeguarding well is an 
organisation that is trusted.

5. The Charity Commission expects every charity to make 
safeguarding a priority.



What is Safeguarding?

The Commission has repeatedly warned charities that 

safeguarding should be a governance priority. Earlier this year 

it launched a new register of charities which allows the public 

to see clearly whether a charity has safeguarding policies in 

place.

Helen Stephenson added:

“Charities should be spaces in which all people are free from 

harm. This is not a tick box exercise. Having the right policies 

and procedures must be combined with the right cultures, vital 

to building trust, sending an important signal to everyone 

connected to a charity that it priorities keeping people safe.”

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-online-register-of-charities-widens-the-publics-window-into-how-charities-are-run
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Safeguarding resources

Information Sheet 21.

Overnight accommodation in village halls

Information Sheet 15.                                                                                         

Health & safety legislation, and village halls

Information Sheet 38.                                                                                             

Fire safety in village halls

Information Sheet 42.                                                                                          

Equality, and village halls



Questions?



Safeguarding resources

NCVO Safeguarding information

https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding

NSPCC child protection guidance

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/voluntary-community-groups/

Safeguarding concerns: practice example – hiring out space 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/safeguarding-concerns-practice-
examples/

Safeguarding guidance for disabled children and adults at risk

https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/

Guidance on handling safeguarding allegations in a charity

https://safeguarding.culture.gov.uk/

https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/voluntary-community-groups/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/safeguarding-concerns-practice-examples/
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/
https://safeguarding.culture.gov.uk/
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Safeguarding guidance for disabled children and adults at risk

https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/

https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/


Safeguarding resources

What do you need to do if there's an allegation?



Safeguarding resources

Guidance on handling safeguarding allegations in a charity

https://safeguarding.culture.gov.uk/

https://safeguarding.culture.gov.uk/


Safeguarding contacts & 

resources

Leicestershire & Rutland

Warwickshire



Leicestershire & Rutland 

Safeguarding Board

There are a number of local resources that groups may find helpful:

Information on safeguarding adults and children including resources and local multi-agency 
procedures: https://lrsb.org.uk/

This also has a ‘report concerns’ button at the top which has links to the correct routes to 
report concerns for Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland 

Safeguarding adult and children newsletter: 

https://lrsb.org.uk/newsletters

Voluntary & Community Sector (VCS) reference group as part of their Safeguarding Children 
Partnership

https://lrsb.org.uk/voluntary-and-community-sector-v

Training regarding safeguarding children which can be found here:

https://lrsb.org.uk/safeguarding-children-learning

Training resources regarding safeguarding adults:

https://lrsb.org.uk/safeguarding-adults-training

https://lrsb.org.uk/
https://lrsb.org.uk/newsletters
https://lrsb.org.uk/voluntary-and-community-sector-v
https://lrsb.org.uk/safeguarding-children-learning
https://lrsb.org.uk/safeguarding-adults-training


https://lrsb.org.uk/



https://lrsb.org.uk/adultreport 



https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-
of-an-adult 



https://www.rutland.gov.uk/my-services/health-and-family/health-and-nhs/health-and-support-

services/coronavirus/information-and-advice-for-residents/i-need-help/safeguarding/



https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/ 



https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/report-it





Questions?



Get in touch
info@ruralcc.org.uk

01455 856 330

http://www.ruralcc.org.uk/

The Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC)
https://www.wrccrural.org.uk/contact/

01789 842182

mailto:info@ruralcc.org.uk
http://www.ruralcc.org.uk/
https://www.wrccrural.org.uk/contact/


Thank you


