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INTRODUCTION

A Parish Plan is a comprehensive plan which addresses boththec ommuni t yés i ssues of
with highlighting what is good about the parish in one document.

The idea of creating a Parish Plan for Bagworth and Thornton was first mooted at a public meeting in
Bagworth Community Centre in summer 2006. The Plan Steering Group was formed at the end of the summer
of that year. By June 2007 four questionnaires, Adult, Youth, Child and Business had been written, designed,
tested and printed and they were delivered to every home and business in the parish over the following two
months.

We aimed to make the Plan as inclusive as possible using a variety of means. We offered assistance to
complete the questionnaire to those with a disability. For the busy and/or computer-literate with internet
access, the questionnaires were available on- line using the confidential access code attached to the hard
copy. Mindful of the fact that we had members of the travelling community living within the parish we
supplied copies to the Traveller Liaison Officer.

By Christmas 2007, 523 Adult, 37 Youth, 49 Child and 7 Business questionnaires had been returned and/or
inputted. The returns represented approximately 25% of the total adult parish population, enough to provide a
credible and statistically-significant representation ofthec ommuni t ydés vi e wg64% ofdhe dqult n i
returns were from Bagworth and 36% from Thornton.) More detailed information about our parish population
can be found at the end of the report (Section 16. Adult Demographics).

Where we have included personal comments in the report (with the aim of bringing it to life) they have been
chosen to express the widest possible spectrum of Vi
influenced by where exactly they live in the parish and we have acknowledged that in the report.

Inevitably some events have overtaken us, like the closure of Bagworth Post Office and the PCT withdrawing
its support for a surgery in Bagworth. On some occasions whilst preparing graphs and charts (particularly
when we have asked for additional comments), we have been faced with so many results that it was difficult
to include all of them in detail in this report.

Towards the end of the document you will find the Action Plan. There you will see the issues which the
steering group have identified as requiring action, how they could be tackled, the partners needed and the
priorities and assessment of the financial resources required.

This final document is large, for which we make no apology, due in part to the additional challenge faced by
the steering group in developing a plan for a parish consisting of two very distinct villages. It includes old
and new photographs and excellent articles about the two villages and how they came to be as they are
today.

We sincerely hope that every member of our community will find something in this report to help, inform,
interest and inspire them.



A Short History of Bagworth

By Bob Austin
The history of Bagworth is very important and interesting. The recorded history of Bagworth begins with The
Domesday Book in 1086, though this tells us that the name was originally Bageworde. Other sources suggest that the
name Bageworde means the fenced land or enclosure of a man called Baecga. (Saxon: 350 A.D. to 1000 A.D)

Domesday says that the Manor of Bagworth had a wood a mile long and a half a mile broad. Robert, Count of Meulan,
became the first earl of the shire. He owned Bagworth, it had previously been owned by an Englishman called Saxi
who held it freely. At Domesday, Bagworth was also responsible for the jurisdiction of Ibstock, showing how important
Bagworth was at that time.

Coal was dug from Swannington as early as 1293 and the pannier ponies came over Bagworth Heath and then to
Kirby and along the forest lane T the coal-pit dyke i to Braunstone and across the Soar by the causeway and bridge
near Aylestone. From there it went into Leicester. This was one of the 2 coal roads in the area.

During the Civil War , Bagworth Park was occupied first b
between the two armies took place at Battle Flat. After the Civil War Bagworth Park was demolished, having been
devastated and de-parked.

William Corah, father of Nathaniel Corah who founded N Corah of Leicester, was a farmer at Bagworth. He lived from
1747-1817. He owned a number of frames for knitting.

The Lordship of Bagworth came into the hands of the Maynards and in 1811 it was owned by Charles, Lord Viscount
Maynard. At the same time, the village of Bagworth contained 59 houses and as many families. They consisted of 172
males and 148 females, 320 in all. 128 were employed in agriculture and the same number in trade and
manufacturing.

Nichols, published in 1811, says fthat a wake is held in Bagworth on the first Sunday after old Holy Rood day, which is
September 9a There was also a statute fair for hiring servants which was held at the same time as the wake.

Bagworth coalmine was opened in 1825. To transport the coal, a railway was constructed, one of the first in the
country (and therefore the world). On 17 July 1832, Robert Stevenson (son of famous father George), opened the first
12 mile section of the Leicester to Bagworth Railway, (Painting by John Fernley, reproduced by Courtesy of Leicester
Museum and Art Gallery).

(Later it was extended to Swannington and was called the Leicester Swannington Railway). On that day at Bagworth,
a cold collation (a light meal) was waiting for the gentlemen and cakes and wine for the ladies at the home of Mr
Pickard. &éWaterb6, we are told, o6was Iiale, patertcider, sherryobocelgs(d i q u



Portuguese white wine) and champagne b(&formationpsrtakenifrone the i n
Leicester Journal of 20th July 1832.)

In 1846, Bagworth was described as a village, a township and a chapelry. It had 569 inhabitants and 2101 acres of
l and 6forming a picturesque district of hildl and dal e wa
Merry Lees, Bagworth Park and Heath, Lindrich, etc.

By 1863, the village had 534 inhabitant s and consisted of 2193 acres. I n Ba

Moat sdé& which was surrounded by a dry moat. We are told t
this as had many spear and arrow-heads. Bullets and cannon balls had also been found in the ground.

In 1900, the Countess of Warwick was the Lady of the Manor. In 1911 the population was 1419; more than double that

in 1901. On Wednesday September 10, 1919, The Countess of Warwick, who owned a great deal of land in Bagworth,

had an auction and sold it all. She was born Frances Evelyn Maynard in 1861. However, Daisy, her childhood
nickname had stuck with her for the rest of her 1ife. Sc
answer dobé waserwritten about h

Thomas Bloxsom, a farmer in Bagworth,
gave a funeral bier to the residents of
Bagworth in memory of his wife Lucy. The
bier was for the use of all of the
inhabitants of Bagworth, at any place of
worship or burial place within the parish. It
is hand pulled and has four wooden
wheels with solid rubber tyres. It is steered
by a front swivelling axle via the long
handle. He also built the small stone faced
building in 1932 in Main Street, Bagworth
to house the bier.

The land the Bier House stands on was
given to the village by the Countess of
Warwick. It is said that there was a great ==
deal of o6wranglingdé by e W ol
before this gift of land was given. It seems
that Thomas Bloxsom was getting irritated
about alll of this and
cannot be at the Church Lane site | will
buy a wood building and the Council can

fix it where Mr Payton and they can agree
and | will have nothing to do with it. | am
not going to spend a lot of money that is
not appreciated. 0

In the late twentieth century, Bagworth lost The Baptist Church and Anglican Church,
a great deal. The coalmine closed in 1991. see below, were demolished and replaced.

Bagworth Pit Head prior to demolition Original Bagworth Holy Rood Church



Two pubs, The Plough and The Barrel Inn
were lost, though The Plough is now a
private house. The School and the
Methodist Chapel were demolished, never
to be replaced. Seven farms and their
farmhouses, 78 houses in Barlestone
Road, 5 cottages plus a shop where
Meadow Close is, 3 Colliery rows
containing approximately 30 houses, 16
houses in 40 Row, 8 houses down Park
Lane plus the Round House, 13 houses at
Little Bagworth, approximately 30 houses
on Heath Road, 3 cottages at Bagworth
Heath, 4 cottages in The Square, The Fish

Bagworth residents feel however that the village has now turned a corner and can look forward to life in
the twenty first century with hope. We believe that future generations will look back to these times and

Shop and 2 cottages in The Hollow were
alsolostt One pub remains
Ar mbefow.

see them as an interesting and important part of the on going history of Bagworth.

[Bob Austin and Frank Gregory have written six books about the history of Bagworth.]

A Short History of Thornton

By Iris Gleeson

The history of the village of Thornton goes back to well over a thousand years when the first settlement
was made on the ridge between the two streams which still run on either side. Although exposed to
strong winds from every direction, primarily the south west, the village is safe from flooding standing as

it does 460 to 480 feet above sea level.

The village name is generally thought to be Saxon meaning the 'tun' (a landed property) in a thorny
district. The whole area around Thornton was covered with a thick deposit of boulder clay at the end of
the Ice-age and this subsequently made an ideal bed for the construction of the reservoir in the mid
1850's since water does not easily seep through it.

How long a church has been present in the
village is unknown, (although written evidence
dates back to 1220) Thornton Church is
unrecorded in the Domesday Book which
describes only the 'Manor of Bageworde'.
Doubtless this includes Thornton as the two
have always been in the same parish.

(The above taken from THE CHURCH OF ST. PETER'S
THORNTON A short guide & history).
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In the 19" century the village was mainly agricultural, there being about 12-16 farms, few of which now
exist. Most dwellings in the village were owned by the Countess of Warwick and these were sold at a
Grand Auction in about 1919, catalogues of which are still in existence.

Thornton Reservoir was built in the mid 1850's
to take the first fresh piped water to Leicester
but at that time water was supplied to the village
via the Water Tower which stood at the bottom
end of the village near the Wheelwright's
Cottage. There were several areas of the village
where water had to be collected from taps sited
at the ends of rows of houses etc. and well
within living memory, as are 'pan’ toilets which
were emptied at night by the dight soil' men.

Thornton Reservoir

Old kitchens were demolished and replaced with new kitchens and bathrooms containing toilets in the
1960s in the 2 rows of cottages belonging to Desford Colliery. Other cottages were owned by Bagworth
colliery and were rented out to their employees at both pits.

At about the turn of the I9th into the 20th
century the advent of collieries in the area
meant that more men were needed to provide
labour for the mines and therefore houses were
built and men and sometimes their families
moved from other parts of the country for this
purpose. This changed the balance of
employment into agricultural workers and
miners and this was the case for many years
until the some of the farms were turned into
family homes and the many pits in the area
were finally closed in the 1980's. Many more
privately owned houses were built and colliery
houses and council houses were sold to sitting
tenants. The village gradually changed as most
people had to travel well beyond the boundaries
of the village to find employment. Thornton had
its own Post Office for many years although it

changed position within the village over the
years. It was finally closed after several
robberies forced the Sub-postmistress to move.
This caused a great loss to the village as the
office was used for so many purposes.

Thornton Post Office, on the left

Thornton School has been in existence for over 100 years and has had a reputation of being a good
school and | am sure that most teachers' names can be remembered by the previous pupils.

Thornton Community Centre came into existence in the 1970's mainly because there was not an
existing building which could be used for community use at all times. A committee was formed to
explore the possibilities and finally a Charity was formed in order that grants could be obtained from
local authorities etc. Fund raising was started in the village at the beginning of 1970 and the first building
was opened on 8th September 1973; extensions were added in 1978 and 1988. The hall is in use most
of the time from Monday to Friday and the activities cover all ages from Mums & Tots to Senior Citizens
via Brownies, Youth Club, Yoga, Playgroup, W.I., Markfield & Thornton Theatre Group, Keep Fit, Kick
Boxing etc. The Hall can be hired for parties, weddings, and other private functions.




The Bricklayers Arms has been in existence for many years and is reputed to have been 'kept' by
members of the Dilks family for almost 500 years. The last Dilks landlord was Arthur Dilks, who was
born at the pub and retired soon after his 65th birthday in 1982. The pub was given its name because
the Dilks family carried on the trade as builders. It is understood that employees were paid their wages
in the pub.

Bricklayers Arms c1900 Bricklayers Arms 2008

The Bulls Head pub was a feature in the village for over 100 years and was enlarged over recent years
and the name was changed to 'The Tipsy Fisherman'. Fishing licences for the reservoir had to be
obtained from the pub until the new fishing lodge was built. A public house named the &tag & Castle'
existed in the hollow near to the railway bridge and this property was also used as a ticket office for the
Swannington line into Leicester as there was a 'halt' for passengers from the village in order that they
did not have to travel to Bagworth Station.

Thornton Working Men's Club, | believe, was convened in the afore-mentioned property before moving
to its present property in Main Street. The present building was previously a farm. Many types of
entertainment take place there on a regular basis.

= oy
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Farm c 1900 Thornton WMC 2008

There were several shops in the village, some being carried out from front rooms of houses and sheds
but the main two belonged to Alf & Irene Orme, which sold all types of merchandise and was situated
opposite the vicarage, and the corner shop at the top of Church Lane run by the Seal family for many
years and in 1980 became Lloyd & Sued €orner Shop. This store, along with Thornton Nursery and
Thornton Service Station, has served the local community for many years.

1C



1. Environment

1.1 Protection of our Historic and Natural Environment

We asked our residents if they believed that
the historic and natural environment features

within the parish were well protected.

Do you believe that the historic and natural environment within your
parish are well protected?

-
Parvcartage % pe
ofresponses  an, i
r o3 # Don't know
™ Dizagrae
& "P *Hesthernoe
Jfé ‘d’. F s Agres
.&. < & »

Figure 1

The protection afforded to green spaces within
the parish villages was the only issue where
there was significant disagreement.

Encouragement of wildlife in open areas,
wildflower meadows and preservation of green
fields were the three most popular nature
provisions chosen by respondents from a list
that also included wetland habitat, guided
walks and more trees.Fig.1

Only 3% of respondents were aware of the
free of charge (and online) Community Action
pack, produced by the Environmental Action
team of the County Council, to help people
take action to improve their environment.

1.2 What detracts

Only 24% of respondents were aware that
there was a Community Orchard at Manor
Farm, Main Street, Bagworth. However 35
people (from both villages) said that they
would be interested in joining a working party
to develop this further.

This project has now received a grant from
the Rural Community Council and match-
funding from the Borough Council to replace
the fencing and improve public access. In
conjunction with the Borough Council the
orchard group will improve the site and hope
to plant new trees in autumn 2008.

f r o nEnvaranmen®?a r i

Entrance to Manor Farm, Bagworth

shods

Fly tipping, litter and dog-fouling were the
three issues considered to have the greatest
detrimental impact upon our physical
environment.

Fly tipping was seen as a major problem on
Barlestone Road, as well as Heath Road,

11

Wood Road, Markfield Lane and Stanton
Lane. Respondents feel that more robust
enforcement is necessary with greater effort
made to identify and prosecute the culprits. Fly
tipping spoils the access roads to the villages
and it is felt that it should be removed more

quickly. Fig.2

Physical
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Litter was highlighted as an unsightly
problem on Station Road, the waste ground at
Maynard Close and the recreation ground next
to the community centre in Bagworth, similarly
on Main St., St Peters Drive and at the

Do any of the following detract from the parish's physical environment?

Figure 2

“ Dont know
= No
=Yes

recycling bins in Thornton. 62% of
respondents Naovs weor etdhefi quest
AAre eameugh | i The ehartbblowns ? 0
shows their suggestions for sites where more

are needed. Fig.3

30

20
Count

ofresponses 4

o

Are there any sites where more litter bins are needed?

Figure 3

When we asked if anyone was prepared to
6adoptd6 a stretch of r
49 peopl e said
supplied their details at the back of the
questionnaire.

We currently have a team of about a dozen
people across both villages who keep an area
tidy on a regular basis. HBBC have supplied
them with litter-picking kits and collect their bags
of rubbish.

6Yeso.
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Dog fouling was reported in the childr en 6 s
play area at Bagworth C.C., track up to the
Beacon, around Jackson Road estate, in
Maynard Park, and on the path from Station
Road to The Crew in Bagworth. Areas where
children walk were particularly affected in
Thornton, beside the primary school, on the
park, Browns Wood, Reservoir Road and the
village footpaths.



Our children really hate dog mess and made
that point very forcibly in their own
guestionnaire replies.

iPeople have | ots of
up the dogs6 messo i I(dCrh
questionnaire.) A Gener al | y,

seem to think that open areas with public
access, such as the new National Forest
and publ ic footpat
fields, are provide
yesterday | came home with dog mess on
twowheel s of my pushch

32% of respondents in the parish have a
dog.

80% of respondents considered that dog
waste facilities are inadequate.

88% of respondents consider that insufficient
action is taken against owners who allow
their pets to foul but do not clean up after
them.

Bins at Thornton Reservoir (Severn-Trent)

Respondents highlighted other parts of the
parish in need of attention.

Pavements needing maintenance: Thornton
Churchyard.

Overgrown trees, hedges, verges: Thornton
Main St., Highfields, Heath Road, The Incline,

Maynard Park, Tigers Wood, and The
Reservoir.
Rights of way needing maintenance:

Thornton rec. to Reservoir, The Crew.

Street furniture needing maintenance:
Railway footbridge Station Terrace, Bus stop
seats.

Roads needing maintenance: Almond Way,
Park Lane, Reservoir Rd.
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Graffiti: Thornton CC, Park Lane Railway
Bridge and Bus Shelters. Pollution: Lights
Thornton CC, Church Lane.

Lack of trees: Station Road.

Leicestershire Counf
AENnvi r oah mécation for a better
Leicest ermnmhii €Cemmuni ty
Initiativeq work with local residents to
encourage the protection and enhancement of
our Countyb6s environmen

A number of residents left contact details expressing
an interest in getting involved, and we are delighted to
report that the parish now has three tree wardens,
three more archaeology wardens, eight people
collecting records of wildlife and four people recording
environmental features.




1.3 Waste Management

9% of respondents admitted that they never
used kerbside recycling facilities.

40% did not use their
facilities and 26%
recycling banks.

village recycling
did not use other local

59% were using home compost bins.

As plastic is not yet collected at the kerbside,
and taking into account the number of people
who do not use other means of recycling,

What would encourage you to recycle

more of your household waste?  wireased kequancy of
barhsade recycling collections

EHaving oew large racycling
o Sor all wante invetwad of
ndAvdun coneainers

S Largar or more oontaners

* Bomres infoemation abouw
waste collection and
moycling servioes offered

ninareasedtypes of masedals
that can be collected

* Additional lecdd reaycing

* Dt

Figure 4

The fiincreased types of materials sectiono
on the pie chart Fig 4 consists of
respondent so
popular ones have been grouped on the bar

chart, Fig 5.

Some of your comments:

1.4 Thornton Reservoir

Thornton Reservoir extends for 75acres
amongst attractive farmland and woodland and
sits within the National Forest. It was opened
to the public by Severn Trent Water in 1997. It
receives large numbers of visitors from both
inside and outside the parish. 32% of
respondents visit it at least once a week and
64% visit it less frequently.

Thornton Reservoir Fishing LodgeA

o vamd the ungst) e s t
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large amounts of plastic bottles and bags
have to go to landfill.

When asked what would encourage them to
recycle more of their household waste an
increase in the types of materials collected at
the kerbside was the most popular option,
followed by increased frequency of kerbside
collections and larger or more containers for
kerbside collection.

The most popular materials to be added to
Kerbside collection
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Lod
Figure 5
AfThe waste recycling s
area, just waiting now for kitchen waste

collection, bigger cardboard and more varieties
of plastic. o

iSome districts -rwyye
different district councils recycle different things?
There needs to be consistency throughout all
councils if recycling i




Regarding Reservoir Road which crosses the
dam, we asked parishioners which of the
following, parking, speeding, density of traffic
and the walkway, concerned them. These
were their responses. Fig.6

Here are a selection of comments and
suggestions about what could be done about
these problems.

ifCars are parked al
pavement. | had to walk in front of my
wheelchair-bound grandson on the road
to get back into Mai

firhe path is so narrow that it is difficult to
walk alongside a dog or small child and
ensure that they sta

fi | have stopped my
bikes there at weekends as | fear for their
safety. 0

Specifying your concerns

L
L
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Figure 7
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Concerns about Reservolr Road, Thornton

15
10
5

Speading Parking The Danmity
walkway of waffic

Figure 6

il t woul d be better
the other side of the wall. This would allow
asafecircularwa | k. 0o

fiOver gr own hedges a
make it very narrow and mean you have to
wal k even closer to

OAl ternative parking
at filter beds. 0

The following charts are constructed from
personal responses Figs.7 & 8.

What would improve the current situation?

Figure 8




33% of respondents thought that the Reservoir
brought economic benefits to the community,
and a summary of comments follows.

They included income to the shop, pubs,
garden centre, fishing club and garage in
Thornton, and to Severn Trent itself. Keeping
local traders in business benefited the whole
community and increased employment. It
improved the image of the village and added
prestige, with benefits for homeowners and
again businesses. It brought more visitors to
the Church. It increased the awareness and
use of local areas like Bagworth Heath Woods.

On a social level it was good to meet other
families there and share facilities. It made
Thornt on

was for everyone to enjoy and residents were
glad that other people enjoyed it.

When asked if they had any safety issues
regarding the use of the Reservoir as a leisure

facility, 14%heyg aaised is§udse s 0 .

such as concerns over water accessibility
(although acknowledging that adults had to be
responsible for their children and pets), the
need for more signs about the ban on
swimming and allowing dogs in the water, the
lack of lifeguards, that fly-fishing from the
banks can be dangerous to passers-by, that
the area where the children feed the birds gets
very slippery when wet, there is broken glass
in the carpark, some cyclists speed and some
fishermen drive too fast from the lodge to the

i f ebealtifulscpuatrysida | 0 , gate.

1.5 The use of other recreational areas in the parish

We are privileged to have so many pleasant
areas to walk in and enjoy. Fig.9 shows the
usage of Maynard Park,Bagworth New
Wood,Bagworth Heath Wood and Lakes and
Centenary Wood.

Do you visit any of the following open spaces in

Bagworth?
wo
%0
o
Count of
90, cymponnes
1
= ”
e
> -
& ®S_D_ o !
& ﬂ(f P i d i
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~ =» oF + « Maymard Park
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& Eagmorih Kot Wosds
 Carnanary Waod
Figure 9

2. Community

2.1 Parish Facilities

40% of respondents said they visited or used
facilities in the village other than that in which
they live. The most frequented facilities were
Thornton Reservoir, Thornton shop, all pubs,
and both community centres. The main

2.2 Community Spirit

73% thought that the community spirit in the
parish was O.K., good or excellent. These are
some of the suggestions on how it could be
improved: More community facilities, such as
a shop (Bagworth), library, surgery, post office.

16

reasons for not visiting or using facilities in the
other village were flack of facilitiesd o r
need fi However it was worrying to note that
8% said it was because of age, disabilility
or lack of transport.

Better advertising of events and organisations.
More integration between new and old
residents. More local community events. Open
meetings to debate problems and give greater
understanding of issues. More varied use of

ot



the community centres to encourage
participation by all ages. Prevent too much
building which could destroy the closeness of
a small community and cause the villages to

.........

Bagworth Community Centre

2.3 The Parish Churches

52% of respondents never attended any of the
churches or chapels within Bagworth or
Thornton. 6% said they attended once a week,
4% once a month, 35% only went on feast
days or for special events. When we asked
how you would be affected by the closure of
your Church building, 21 % said
conceraz®Woi c on cle¥ moea all,
concernedodo and 28% fino

St Peter's Church, Thornton

26% would be willing to financially support the
maintenance of one of the Church buildings.
45% of respondents believed that Church
buildings should be used more for community

activities, 8% s ai d inoo and

opinion.

become dormitori e Skank you to the person
who said fArhis questionnaire is a good
starto.

Thornton Community Centre

ot

@

-
<

odiniono.

Cross Hills Baptist Church, Bagworth

Holy Rood Church, Bagworth
47% had no
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