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Summary 
The preparation of the Anstey Parish Plan has enabled many of the Anstey 
Residents to have their say in the future of Anstey. Some of the suggested 
improvements have already been put into place by the bodies and groups 
responsible (service providers) and hopefully many others will come about as 
the plan is published and then implemented. 
 
This process will need to be continued if Anstey’s future development is to 
reflect the wishes of its residents.  
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Introduction 
At a public meeting in September 2002 a presentation was made by the Rural 
Community Council (RCC) on the preparation of a plan for the future 
improvement of Anstey. A month later an inaugural meeting took place and the 
Anstey Parish Plan group was formed. This group have met on a regular basis 
with the aim to help put a plan together that represents the opinions and 
requests of the residents of Anstey residents. In June 2003 a 19 page 
confidential questionnaire was sent to all households in Anstey with a separate 
youth questionnaire for ages 11-19. 681 households (25%) and 98 youth 
questionnaires were returned. The information from this questionnaire was 
entered on-line into the Rural Community Council’s database where the results 
are available for future analysis and reference. A paper copy of the results is 
lodged with Anstey library. Progress reports are published in the Anstey Scene 
and the web site www.beehive.thisisleicestershire.co.uk/ansteyaction. 
 
The initial findings were published in November 2003. A detailed analysis of the 
information and consultation with service providers has resulted in this report 
which includes a list of recommendations. Further consultation will then take 
place with Anstey Parish Council and the service providers to produce an action 
plan due in spring 2004. This plan will be mainly managed by the Parish 
Council.  
 
Reference plans are provided for the whole of Anstey (Plan 2 inside front 
cover), the centre of Anstey including The Nook (Plan 3 inside back cover) and 
the Parish of Anstey and the green wedges around Anstey, Plan 1. 
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Questionnaire Responses 
Of the 681 households that returned questionnaires there were 627 who 
responded to the question on ethnic origin. 92% described themselves as white 
British. Only nine respondents gave other ethnic origins. 17% of respondents 
lived alone. 39% of respondents lived in a two person household. 32% of 
households have three or more residents. 34% of respondents had dependent 
children living at home. 
 
The majority of respondents (75%) were in the 31-65 year age groups. 
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Plan1:  Parish of Anstey and the green wedges 
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Quality Of Life 
From the replies received, Anstey is a popular place to live, with 86% of people 
saying they appreciate living near to attractive countryside with good local 
facilities and shops 73%.  Three quarters of those answering say their house is 
suitable for their needs, and have friendly neighbours, and/or live close to 
relatives and friends.  21% of residents said they appreciated the village 
education facilities and 22% liked being close to social and leisure facilities. A 
quarter of people felt a sense of community and appreciated the ease of access 
to employment. 
 

Entertainment Sports and Social 
Anstey is a thriving village with many varied groups, clubs and societies from 
sports clubs to Guides and Scouts and Morris Dancing and Bell ringing. The 
majority of people who returned the questionnaire were aware of the many 
different activities in the village and hopefully the questionnaire will have 
informed those who were not so aware of what exactly Anstey has to offer. 
Approximately 10% of Anstey’s mums use the under fives groups in the village. 
 
The questionnaire asked which facilities that did not currently exist would be 
used if they were provided. The most popular answer was for a swimming pool, 
and then a gym and many people wanted facilities for bowls, inside and out.  
Other suggestions were for an over 50’s keep fit class a pool or snooker club 
and a youth club or facilities for teenagers. Also requested was a gardening 
club or indoor sports area for aerobics. Some of the more unattainable 
suggestions were a cinema, 10 pin bowling and sauna and steam rooms. 
 
Other suggestions for the village environment were a bike path through the 
village and seating outside the Co-op for people to chat, a walking club and a 
bridge club. 
 
The question was asked if 
our playgrounds were 
suitable and of the replies 
received 41% thought they 
were whilst 20% did not. Of 
the improvements people 
thought worth considering 
were more facilities for the 
under 5’s in a cleaner and 
more secure environment 
and also more seating for 
parents etc in the shade if 
possible for use whilst supervising children. Also the problem of dogs and dog 
fouling on Stadon Road Recreation Ground was a sore point with a complete 
dog ban being suggested. More security to stop vandalism and unsocial 
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behaviour was requested and the need for equipment at the Cropston/Link Rd 
end of the village and upgrading of the Peartree Close playground area. 
 
An overwhelming majority of respondents wanted the school facilities to be 
used for village activities (414 yes to 59 no). The most popular choice for the 
kind of activities the school facilities could be used for were village sports, 
village fun, youth clubs, drama and some of the other suggestions were 
exhibitions, education weekends, after school activities, aerobics/yoga, summer 
classes, discos for older teenagers and ballroom dancing. The ICT suite at 
Woolden Hill to be open and the Latimer School pool open for family use. 

Recommendations 
1. Suggestions for clubs not yet in village – Gardening, Bowls, Youth Clubs, 

more keep fit classes for over 50’s. 
2. There needs to be more equipment for the under 5’s on Stadon Road 

Recreation Ground, with secure fencing around the equipment and more 
seating. 

3. A dog ban in the under 5’s area of Stadon Road Recreation Ground which is 
strictly enforced. There also needs to be more dog bins on the ground with 
notices encouraging disposal of ‘poo’ and for these to be emptied regularly. 

4. Approach the schools to see if the use of any of their facilities would be a 
possibility and approach Anstey Martin High School in particular for youth 
facilities. 

 

Education and Training 
The education and training section of the questionnaire covered both child and 
adult education.  
 
The question was asked as to the reasons which would encourage adults to 
attend educational classes. The main reasons are shown in the chart. Improved 
childcare; better access; job linked refresher courses; return to work courses 
were required by smaller numbers of respondents. 
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Improvements to the village schools 
When asked about improvements to village schools a few households 
suggested that the Martin High School (MHS) should be changed back into a 
school where students can stay until 16 or18 years, to take GCSE & A Level 
courses. Others suggest that the MHS needs a face-lift and that the toilets in 
particular are in need of improvement. Disabled toilets and improved access 
were also mentioned. 
 

 

Anstey’s Schools: 
 
Martin High School,  
The Latimer School, 
and Woolden Hill 
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Many people made constructive criticisms of the village schools, such as  
Parking / traffic problems at the junior schools, concerns about the security of 
children on the playing fields and adequacy of supervision. Bullying policies and 
discipline were areas highlighted as needing effective enforcement. More after 
school clubs would be welcomed. Suggestions included sports; music; maths; 
English & science. Many respondents mentioned that education needs 
increased funding from the government. 

Homework or Youth Club, other than on school premises 
Of the 37% of adults in households answering this question, 24% said that they 
would like to see a well run Youth Club and a homework club. Other 
suggestions included Summer youth activities, an Internet café, basketball club, 
and teaching young people practical skills such as woodwork, bicycle 
maintenance, gardening etc. 

Levels of help for those with learning disabilities 
55 households indicated that they have a family member who has a learning 
disability and 47 of those are not happy with the help available in Anstey.  The 
questionnaire wasn’t worded to distinguish between adults and schoolchildren, 
but there doesn’t appear to be any help for adults in the village.  A “drop-in 
centre with supervision, and a chance of work experience” was suggested, 
along with greater inclusion in all that takes place in the village. 
 
Suggested improvements for children included increased numbers of qualified 
Special Needs staff and a higher ratio of support staff.  
 
Although some people suggested that Anstey students should remain in the 
village beyond the age of 14, the MHS staff maintain that the younger students 
benefit from attending a relatively small establishment with emphasis on 
students of 11 to 14. If students stayed to take GCSE and Advanced Level 
examinations, the school would focus upon the senior students, to the detriment 
of those younger children.   
 
Both Primary schools make it clear that their car parks are not available for 
parents to park when taking and collecting children. Vehicles parked in the road 
outside schools are a potential danger to pupils, causing pollution as well as 
increasing the risk of accidents. 

Recommendations 
1. Improve publicity of adult education, e.g. in the Anstey Scene. 
2. Try alternative venues for adult education, such as Church rooms, Jubilee 

Hall etc. 
3. Encourage the school/LCC to set up school travel plans for children to come 

to school on foot e.g. “walking buses”, so that traffic in Latimer Street and 
Netherfield Close is reduced. 
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4. Ensure that the children of Latimer and Woolden Hill Primary schools 
continue to be supervised at all times by the recommended number of Staff 
whilst on the playing fields. 

5. Encourage donations and voluntary support to maintain or increase after-
school and lunchtime clubs at Anstey schools. 

6. Schools to work harder to enforce anti-bullying policies and try new 
mediation methods with the children and older students. 

 

Employment 
This section produced some interesting and perhaps unexpected results. Of the 
681 people who returned, the questionnaire, 540 completed this section. 
 
Only 17% of people work within the village, with 51% travelling more than five 
miles to their employment. However 68% believed that it was important that 
there was a reasonable amount of employment within the village. A significant 
majority, (95%) were in favour of conversion/rebuild of existing employment 
locations, with perhaps a surprising amount, (22%) in favour of additional land 
being provided for employment, unsurprisingly the majority did not want 
Greenfield spaces developed further, however this section received many 
comments, some of which urged the consideration of both options.  
 
There was a surprising unanimity in observations on the character of the village. 
The essence of what was said in the majority of comments was that Anstey is 
and always was a working village, that’s what gives it its character, “it brings a 
sense of community.”  
 
People also expected that derelict factories (and here Jarvis Porter Brookside 
and Servicemaster were mentioned specifically), should be converted or rebuilt 
into new employment units with encouragement of small “high tec,” units. A lot 
of concern was expressed about the increase in traffic on the roads through 
Anstey brought about by the conversion of employment land to housing and the 
capacity of the current road system in general.  
 
However, there were a minority of comments that factories spoilt the rural feel of 
a village. For example there were three specific references to not converting 
farms to industrial units – which may have all been referring to a specific 
location. Several returns suggested that clearing derelict employment sites and 
preparing the ground might encourage new units to choose Anstey. 

Recommendations: 
1. When deciding planning applications there will be a presumption that 

employment land will be retained as such, unless it is not feasible to do so 
for practical reasons. [Reason: Employment is part of Anstey heritage and 
gives it its character, a large majority want this maintained; however in some 
cases retention would not be possible for practical reasons such as 
unsuitability for purpose.] 
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Anstey Parish Council 
This section in the questionnaire attempted to ascertain whether Anstey 
residents would prefer to pay for new /better facilities and maintain existing 
facilities to a high standard, or to keep facilities/ standards and payment for 
those low. It also attempted to ascertain whether large or small projects were 
favoured. Of the 681 people who completed the questionnaire, 671 completed 
this section.  
 

    Jubilee Hall 
 
The local tax set by the Parish Council is called the precept. The example 
given, which was designed to show the amount per household, was for a band 
D property. There was a choice of no increase, a single £2.50 increase that 
assumes outside funding had been found for part of the cost, and a £5 increase 
that funds each project fully. Large projects meant that the increase would last 
longer. 
 
Local people were most prepared to financially support the development or 
provision of a community newsletter with 68% prepared to increase the precept 
to pay for this in part or in full, with 32% against. A close second were 
environmental improvements around the brook area, with slightly fewer people 
in favour of an increase in the precept to pay for this. Third was the provision of 
better sporting facilities with 58% prepared to increase the precept to pay for 
this, 42% were against.  
 
Opinion was balanced about improvements to the Link Road playing field, an 
even split about whether to pay for this or not. 
 
The provision of more seating and tables around the village were less favoured 
with 40% for and 60% against this provision. The website fared worse with 34% 
for, 76% against an increase. 
 
In all cases where people were in favour of supporting a project, two thirds 
expected some funding to come from elsewhere, and it appears that with the 
exception of the community newsletter people preferred larger projects. 
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Recommendations 
Note: Recommendations concerning the Parish Council are grouped into other 
relevant sections. 
 

Village Environment 
The most popular ways to improve the appearance of Anstey included more 
seating (81%), more flowerbeds (75%), more trees and hanging baskets (70%). 
Least favourite of the suggestions was statues with 73% against. 
 
76% of respondents would be unhappy or very unhappy to see the physical 
extent of Anstey enlarged. There was a strong feeling amongst comments that 
the village is large enough and that surrounding areas should be protected from 
development, particularly in the direction of Beaumont Leys and other 
settlements and also towards Bradgate Park. Particular features to be protected 
were especially the two Greens and the two old bridges. 
 
Only 1% of respondents considered there to be no problem of litter in the 
village. A long list of suggested sites for litter and dog bins has been given. 
The strengths of the village are considered to be the attractive countryside, the 
green spaces within the village and its historic buildings. There is a strong 
commitment to protecting these and to enhance the village where possible. 

Recommendations 
1. Strongly support existing Green Wedge and countryside designations in 

Structure and Local Plans. 
2. Village Greens and Recreation Grounds to be identified as Important Open 

Spaces and protected 
3. Parish Plan to be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance by 

Charnwood Borough Council 
4. Parish Council to consider whether a Village Design Guide should be 

prepared for the village which would also be offered to Charnwood Borough 
Council for adoption as Supplementary planning Guidance; 

5. Create a new Park along the Rothley valley to make best use of the Green 
Wedges and to also provide a new recreational trail to Gorse Hill (avoiding 
the Nook) and linking to the wider recreational network through Castle Hill 
Country Park 

6. Parish Council to provide more seats, possibly through public donations and 
contributions. 

7. Hanging baskets to be installed in partnership with Traders Association 
8. Consider whether some additional flowerbeds could also be sponsored. 
9. Parish Council to consider list of proposed sites for dog and litter bins. . 

Parish Council to ensure that litter bins are clearly labelled for use as dog 
bins. 
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The Nook 

77% of respondents shop 
weekly in the village and a 
further 18% shop at least a 
few times a month. 1% of 
respondents said that they 
never shop in Anstey. 
 
There was considerable 
appreciation for the level of 
shopping within the Nook. 
Around 15% wished to see a 
greater selection of shops 
such as clothes and shoe 
shops. A number of people wished to see a restriction on the number of 
takeaway food outlets, charity shops and banking facilities which are currently 
well provided for. 
 
Around 15% of respondents reported 
difficulty with parking along with the 
need for more disabled parking. Some 
concern was expressed about the 
amount of traffic parking around the 
Nook. The new Coop Supermarket has 
its own parking. 
 
Considerable concern was expressed regarding access to a number of shops 
not only for wheelchair users but also for anyone with mobility difficulties. 
The functioning of the Nook is seen as an area needing particular attention to 
try to reduce vehicular and pedestrian conflict and to improve access to the 
shops. Whilst there is a pressing need to improved disabled access to the 
shops (and a recognition that this would have benefits for all) it is acknowledged 
that improving access to a consistent standard will be impossible. 

Recommendations 
1. Improvement Scheme to be designed with the following objectives: 

a) Provide wider footways (for safety and convenience of public) 
b) Maintain existing levels of car parking (to provide for convenience of 

shopping and shoppers) 
c) Allow for better wheelchair user access to shops (to help meet 

wheelchair access requirements and to reduce footway parking by 
vehicle drivers to improve safety) 

d) Better appearance of the Nook with less clutter and less 
pedestrian/vehicle conflict 
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Rights of Way 
71% of respondents often use Rights of Way and only 6% never use them. 82% 
or more considered condition, signing and access were good or ok but litter and 
vandalism were considered to be poor by 59% and 55%. The best places to 
publicize rights of way were mainly the Parish Notice Boards, Leaflet and 
Library. 
 
The foot and mouth emergency in 2001 demonstrated how important Rights of 
Way are to local residents and visitors. The core of any tourism developments 
in Anstey is likely to involve countryside access – particularly headed towards 
Bradgate Park and the Charnwood Forest. In addition, the value of Rights of 
Way for recreation, health and well being and the high level of usage indicate 
that some additional focus on improving access and signing would be 
appropriate. In particular, however, the basic need is to tackle levels of litter and 
vandalism, which are considered to be very important by residents. The existing 
Rights of Way network is shown on Plan 1. 

Recommendations 
1. Parish Council to explore erection of four Parish signs at Jubilee Hall, Lower 

Green, Upper Green and Nook. 
2. County Council to be asked to revise and reprint the Anstey Paths and Trails 

Leaflet and make it available through the Library, Jubilee Hall and website. 
3. County Council to be encouraged to focus on improving the condition of 

Rights of Way on the promoted circular route and routes to Bradgate Park. 
4. Anstey parish Council to tackle issues of litter and vandalism by considering 

adopting some responsibilities from the County Council and/or encouraging 
the adoption of a volunteer ‘green team’. 

 

Cycling 
17% of households use a bike at least a few times a week. The improvements 
required to help cycling include provision of safe cycling routes on the main 
roads, better surfaces on the main roads, better cycle lane/junction facilities and 
more cycle parking places around the Nook. 
 
Cycling facilities around Anstey are poor; although the Parish Council has 
recently improved cycle parking in the Nook. Road surfaces need to be 
considerably improved to encourage cyclists. Development of a recreational trail 
between Gynsill Lane and Sheepwash Lane as part of the development of 
Castle Hill Country Park would provide a safer alternative to the route through 
the Nook. This would also help provide links into the wider cycle network 
between Leicester and Charnwood. 
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Recommendations 
As part of the proposals for a Park along the Rothley valley (see Plan of 
Anstey), the Parish Council should: 
1. Pursue the construction of a cycle link from Gynsill lane to Sheepwash lane 

jointly with County and City Councils. 
 

Tourism 
Tourism development in Anstey was favoured by 76% with B&B (38%) and 
Guest Houses (32%) being the most popular approaches. 
 
Whilst Anstey is not expected to become a significant tourist destination in its 
own right, there are opportunities for some improvements which would benefit 
residents and visitors alike. 

Recommendations 
1. Support development of visitor facilities such as B&Bs, Guest houses, Craft 

shops, Coffee shops, restaurants, Rights of Way Improvements, Parish 
signs etc. 

 

Traffic and Transport 
Most households used a car as their main mode of transport each week (83%) 
and then buses (24%) with motorbikes and bikes at 11% between them.  
Throughout a year 70% of people said they used the bus at least once, 26% 
their bikes and 27% a friend’s car. 
 
The bus services to Leicester and Loughborough were thought ok by about 
30% of households. The main suggestions for changes were increased 
reliability and punctuality (about 30%), more bus shelters (about 15%) and a 
late bus service (about 15%). Only a few people requested more bus stops. The 
most notable specific request was to move the Nook bus stop to avoid traffic 
congestion. For the service to Loughborough the specific requests included a 
more frequent service and more places on route. For the service to Leicester 
people requested a service that occasionally goes direct to Leicester. The main 
additional bus services requested were to Glenfield, Birstall, Fosse Park, 
Nottingham and Glenfield Hospital. 
 
Most of the possible roads wide enough for buses are already being used. CBC 
(Transport Policy Co-ordinator) comment that Anstey is well served by buses 
compared to many other places in the Borough.  It would appear that the 
County Council are committed (by mid-2004) to developing an hourly network 
countywide so there are unlikely to be improvements to the frequency of 
services, provision of more evening and Sunday services or additional services. 
Commercial operations are unlikely to risk starting new routes unless initially 
subsidised. The County Council (Village Appraisal Co-ordinator) comments that 
the 123 service does go to Glenfield and Glenfield hospital, the latest bus from 
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Leicester to Anstey is 11:10pm daily as well as Niterider buses at 1:30am and 
2:30am on Saturday and Sunday mornings. The CBC (Transport Policy Co-
ordinator) says that reliability is a problem for the whole network, often caused 
by the increased congestion. Improvements are gradually being made to 
facilities at bus stops with new shelters, level boarding and electronic display of 
time to next arrival. 
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Too much traffic coming through Anstey
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The chart shows peoples’ concerns with volume of traffic and safety in Anstey. 
Additional concerns included high speeds on roads; Pavement parking outside 
houses and some shops such as take-aways; Congestion in the Nook and too 
much traffic entering Anstey from A46. 
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There were requests for improvements to road crossings for pedestrians such 
as the crossing from the Coach & Horses to Latimer Street where the lights are 
sometimes missed by motorists. Also new crossings or aids for pedestrians on 
Bradgate Road (near Groby Road / United Reform Church / Park Road) see 
picture;  Stadon Road near the Nook;  Road crossings near Woolden Hill and 
Martin High School; Cropston Road. (See Plan 3 for road layouts). 
 
Traffic related issues affected many with around 50% of people affected by 
traffic congestion in Anstey at morning and night, as well as 37% by noise 
pollution from the A46. Parking improvements were suggested with the main 
areas being the Nook; Bradgate Road near the hardware shop; Link Road; 
avoiding parking on pavements; and more car parks near shops. 
 
Householders requested safer routes to schools, shops and Leicester as their 
main cycling issues (29%).  An investigation into introducing safe cycle routes 
could be carried out by a representative cycling body such as ‘Sustrans’.  
 
There were some problems reported by people with pushchairs and 
wheelchairs on the quality of the pavements and access to buildings such as 
the Post Office and the Chemist. 
 
Street Lighting improvements were requested in places such as Caters close, 
Bradgate Road Green and near the Library with some comments that the 
lighting is already OK, others that there is too much light. 

 

Pedestrian crossing problems 
were mentioned on Stadon 
Road, Leicester Road and 
Bradgate Road. 
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Most households thought the verges were adequately maintained (yes=49%, 
no=30%) , but some specific improvements needed to Cropston Road, Edward 
Street, Hollow Road. 

Recommendations: 
1. Introduce “Phone a bus” for taking groups of people to specific destinations. 
2. Improved frequency of evening and Sunday services to Loughborough and 

Leicester. 
3. Anstey-wide traffic calming plan for the main roads to reduce speeds, 

especially on entry into Anstey, such as a flashing speed limit sign, speed 
cameras etc. 

4. Road crossing improvements, especially Leicester Road, Stadon Road, 
Bradgate Road and Link Road. 

5. Improvements to A46 noise pollution. 
6. Additional bus services to Glenfield, Birstall, Fosse Park, Nottingham and 

Glenfield Hospital. 
7. Parking improvements, especially on pavements and near shops with review 

of parking in the Nook. 
8. Parish Council to publicize the availability of public car parking in the Co-

operative car park. 
9. Feasibility on safer cycling routes by cycling bodies and the County.  
10. Pressure the County Council to improve road surfacing on main roads for 

safer cycling within the village, e.g. Cropston road. 
11. Improvements to verges in specific areas such as increased frequency of 

maintenance. 
12. Lighting investigation, for improvements to quality, including a reduction. 
 

Health and Social Services 
These questions asked “How easy is it for you to see the following people in 
Anstey, and how satisfactory was the service you received from them?” ... GP, 
Practice Nurse, Chemist, Chiropodist, Optician, and Dentist. 
 
The following table shows the results: 
 
 How easy to see  Satisfaction 

  
Easy 

 
Difficult 

Very 
Difficult 

 Very 
Good 

 
Good 

Satis-
factory 

 
Poor 

Very 
poor 

GP 67% 24% 9%  42% 31% 20% 3% 3% 
Practice 
Nurse 

63% 28% 9%  36% 34% 20% 4% 3% 

Chemist 92% 6% 2%  32% 36% 22% 7% 3% 
Chiropodist 58% 31% 11%  23% 29% 28% 11% 9% 
Optician 97% 1% 1%  38% 42% 16% 3% 1% 
Dentist 84% 11% 6%  30% 30% 23% 8% 8% 
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There were supplementary questions, which asked people to give the reasons if 
they found it difficult to see these people or if the service they received was 
unsatisfactory.  There were nearly two hundred responses altogether.  

Surgery 
The majority of responses were about the appointments system, i.e. the timing 
of appointments and the difficulty of booking appointments. Staff shortages 
were perceived as a major problem; for some of those attending Glenfield 
surgery, travel was difficult; people were also unhappy about excessive waiting 
times. Accessibility for wheelchairs and pushchairs was also identified as a 
problem; the lack of home visits was commented upon. There is a problem for 
some people in trying to contact the surgery by phone, especially first thing in 
the morning. That the surgery is full is a problem for those moving into the 
village.  Some positive suggestions were made as a way of overcoming some of 
these difficulties:  having a regular Saturday morning surgery, i.e. not just for 
emergencies; installing another phone line; changing the appointment system to 
make it easier for those in work to access the surgery, and increasing the time 
allocated for each patient to decrease waiting times. 
 

 

Chemist 
The most common problem was the inability to get prescriptions at lunchtimes.  
Another was that the chemist often runs out of medicines; also the problems of 
dealing with repeat prescriptions were highlighted, as was the waiting time for 
medicines. High staff turnover was identified as a problem. One potentially 
serious problem was identified: the prescribing of wrong and/or out of date 
medicine. 
 
The following points were made in a response from the Pharmacist: 
 

1. The lunchtime is at a set time every day 1.30 to 2.30 pm. 
2. No prescriptions can be dispensed or handed out and/or Pharmacy 

medicines sold, when the pharmacist is not on the premises. 
3. We can let people pick up their dispensed medication, as long as they 

sign an agreement form and the pharmacist has no queries on the 
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prescription. The patient/patient representative is walked to the outside of 
the chemist and then handed over their prescription, as legally this is 
then classified as a delivery, which is allowed when the pharmacist is not 
present. 

4. No pharmacy can hold enough stocks to cover every eventuality.  
5. In the event of not having a prescribed medication in stock we will 

endeavour to obtain the medicine within half to one working day, and 
deliver it to the patient, should it be necessary.  

Chiropodist 
The major problem here appears to be lack of awareness that a chiropody 
service exists in the village! Those who have to travel to Loughborough or 
Syston found that difficult. Other areas mentioned were waiting time for 
appointments and no access for NHS patients. 

Optician 
No comments were made. 

Dentist 
Many people commented that the quality of service has deteriorated since the 
new practice has taken over. Specific issues highlighted included poor hygiene, 
poor quality of treatment, inefficiency, e.g. cancellation of appointments. The 
timing of appointments was also identified as a problem. Note that changes may 
have been made since the time of the questionnaire. 

Health Issues 
The answer to the question “Which surgery do you attend?” is shown in the 
following charts: 

 
The places people prefer to access information on health issues are shown in 
the following chart: 

Yes

No

Other

Yes

No

Anstey:    Glenfield: 
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The question was asked: “Would you use any of the following?” These are the 
results: 
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People were asked if there were other specified services they would use. The 
following were suggested: CAB, Teen drugs counselling, General health advice 
on diet/exercise, Age Concern Advice Centre, Jubilee Stadium, Well Woman 
Clinic, Health Visitor & Midwife, Combined Centre offering advice and support. 
 
The following chart indicates the type of local health information people would 
you find useful: 



 22

0%

10%

20%

30%

Useful Local Health Information

Details of local voluntary
organisations

Other services provided
by Social Services

Local services such as
luncheon clubs

 
60% of people responded to the question: “Are you looking after someone with 
long-term illness or disability?”  Of those 60%, 7% said Yes, and 53% No.  
 
19% of people responded to the question: “Are you able to access childcare 
that suits your family’s needs?” Of those 19%, 13% said Yes and 6% No. 

Recommendations 
Since the questionnaire was circulated, the appointments system at the surgery 
has altered, making it easier for those in work to access the surgery during the 
afternoons. The following are recommendations for the Surgery arising from 
the responses to the questionnaire: 

1. Review the Saturday morning surgery to consider whether this can be 
open to patients for other than emergencies. 

2. Review the appointment times to give more time to each patient in the 
hope of reducing the waiting times. 

3. Review home visits. 
4. Review accessibility for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 
5. Consider installing another phone line. 

 
Access to the Chiropodist: 

6. As there are many people in the village who are unaware of the 
chiropody service, we recommend that the service be publicised around 
the community. Encourage private chiropodists to set up services for non 
NHS patients within the village. 

7. Access to the service for NHS patients also needs to be reviewed. 
 
Review areas for the Dentists: 

8. Appointments: 
·  To ensure any cancellations are communicated to patients. 
·  To consider altering the timing of appointments. 

9. Dentists to respond to the comments that have been made in the 
questionnaire responses. 
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Crime 

Households experiencing crimes during the past year 
Over a third of those who replied, had suffered from crime during the last twelve 
months.  22% of respondents had witnessed anti-social behaviour and 16% had 
suffered vandalism.  9% had suffered a theft. 
 
25 households reported burglaries and 8 people had been assaulted. People 
are also concerned about anti-social and threatening behaviour from youths.  
Some cite regular burning of Recycling Bins and other general vandalism of 
public property. 

Police Action 
Of those who contacted the police during the last year, the people satisfied and 
dissatisfied with response times, were about equal.  More than half were not 
satisfied with action taken and general level of service. 
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Crime Reduction 
Most people feel that measures could be taken to reduce crime. 84% of 
respondents wanted a more visible police presence in Anstey. 63% of 
respondents felt that CCTV cameras would help, while less than a third felt that  
Improved street lighting would improve matters. 
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The questionnaire was answered in the summer, just as the new Community 
Police Officer began patrols. The new Anstey Police Office was opened in 
December 2003 and is situated near to the Doctors Surgery, behind the terrace 
of shops and houses in Cropston Road. Having this local base will 

help increase police “contact time” by at least 28 hours per week. 
PC1260 Hamilton, and CSO65172 Helen Peene (community 

support officer) will start and finish their duty at the office, 
thereby removing the need for them to travel to and from 
Quorn Police station. 
 Anstey has been provided with Community Support 
Officers (CSO) since June / July 2003, which means that 

there is now a regular police presence in the village. 
 The police figures for the twelve months up to the end 

of November 2003 show reductions in Assaults, burglaries and theft of motor 
vehicles.  No reports of sexual offences, robbery or theft of pedal cycles.  These 
can be partially attributed to the new CSO presence. 

Recommendations: 
1. That the police strengthen their relationship with the local people and 

continue to provide a visible presence in the village. 
2. Police officers to patrol on foot, on a regular basis. 
3. Contact with local businesses. 
4. Extended Neighbourhood Watch Schemes, with information passed to local 

co-ordinators. 
5. Visits to local schools and youth groups. 
6. Security talks for social groups. 
 

Housing 
An analysis of the current housing stock showed: Detached (21%), Semi-
detached (48%), Terraced (10%), Bungalow (11%). Of those wishing to move 
house (12% of those answering the question), most wished to move out of the 
village (90 people compared to 41 wishing to stay). Of those people who were 
seeking to move, most wished to buy a property (65%), rather than rent or use 
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the Housing Association property (35%). Those people who wished to move but 
could not said that it was mainly cost (33 people), or unsuitable accommodation 
(14 people). The properties wanted were a house (54%), a bungalow (36%) or a 
flat (9%). 
 

 

New houses, Cropston 
Road, 2004 

 
 
7% of respondents had seen a family member move away from the village due 
to lack of suitable affordable accommodation. If low cost homes are built then 
people’s preferences were for young people’s homes (45%), family homes 
(28%) and homes for the elderly (25%). 
 
The housing market is largely outside the influence of proposals that can be 
made within this plan. The areas where direct interventions are needed are in 
the proportion of low cost houses and housing for rent provided as part of new 
developments and in the type of properties constructed. 

Recommendations 
The Charnwood Borough Council, as Local Planning Authority, should ensure: 
1. that a reasonable proportion of low cost homes and social houses are 

provided as part of new developments. 
2. that a better mix of house types are provided as part of new developments. 
 

Faith and Spirituality 
The following chart indicates the results of the question of how easy it is to 
practise one’s faith in the village, the importance of the churches within the 
community and whether the churches should do more in the village. 
 

 Agree Disagree No opinion 
Able to practise faith in Anstey 59% 3% 38% 
The churches are important 46% 4% 50% 
The churches should do more 21% 13% 67% 

 
While a clear majority of those who responded were able to practise their faith, 
an increasingly significant number of people held no opinion on this matter.  The 
result of this is that only slightly less than half the people who responded find 
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the churches to be important.  However, nearly twice as many agreed as 
disagreed that the churches should do more.  The responses to the question 
“How?” are as follows: people felt that the churches should be more involved in 
youth work, in community activities in general and be more outgoing. There was 
a clear call that the churches should be more open, e.g. by holding Open Days. 
There was also a call for there to be more contact with the schools. 
 

          
 
The following chart shows the importance of the churches for the community: 
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The majority of those who responded to the question of the times of the 
services were happy with the times that exist at present. 
 
Other comments about the life of the churches included the recognition that 
they are trying to do many of the things called for above, but that people are not 
always aware.  So in summary, it would appear that there is a desire to see the 
churches more fully involved in all aspects of community life, including the 
political, and it seems there is a need for the churches to communicate what 
they are already doing in the village and the ways in which church and 
community life interact and overlap. 
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The following response was received from Churches Together in Anstey: 
 The churches in the village are already very involved in the life of the 
community. For example, the majority of the people on the Steering Group for 
this project are church members! The churches are well represented on the 
governing bodies of all the schools, and all the ministers regularly take 
assemblies in the primary schools and assist with the teaching of RE at Martin 
High School.  There are youth programmes in the churches for the young 
people who are church members, although we do recognise the need to 
become more involved with the majority of young people in the village who have 
no church connections. We try to be open to all the community, for example St. 
Mary’s Church is kept unlocked during the school day.  We recognise the need 
to publicise our activities more effectively; we believe we have Good News to 
share with the community and we are concerned for the 67% of respondents 
who have no opinion on whether the churches should do more! 
 

Recommendations 
1. That the churches publicise their activities more effectively. 
2. That the churches consider ways of being more involved in areas such as 

youth work. 
3. That the churches consider holding regular Open Days so that people in the 

community can have a clearer picture of what the churches are doing. 
4. That the churches become more involved in issues concerning the 

community. 
 

Information and Communication 
The main ways for people to give and receive information about the village were 
word of mouth; Charnwood news; newspapers, and notice boards (all about 
50% of replies). Also used at around 20% were church magazines and the Post 
Office. 
 
People would like to know more about various aspects of village life including: 
Social events, clubs and societies (around 25%).  People were also interested 
in the Parish Council, Shops and Businesses, and events at pubs (around 
15%). 3% wanted to know more about churches. 
 
The chart shows what aspects of village life people would like to know more 
about. One way to provide this would be through greater publicity on notice 
boards. 
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To get village information in the future people would mainly like to use a 
community newsletter (62%).  Existing methods should also continue (28%) and 
a reasonable number (around 15%) requested additional notice boards and a 
new village Web site. Additional notice boards were requested in areas such as: 
the Co-op; the Surgery; Link Road (shops) and by the Jubilee Hall.  47% of 
people said they would access information about the village via the internet in 
the next year and 30% said not at all. 
 
The library in Anstey is used by 57% of households and at Beaumont Leys by 
21%.  Of those that use Anstey Library only 2% do so more than once a week 
with most using it just occasionally – less than once a month (41%). People 
were generally happy with the current Anstey Library opening times, and 
additionally requested 5 – 7.00pm during weekdays and a few other times such 
as Saturday afternoon, later in the evening (till 9pm) and earlier in the morning 
(from 9am). These opening times are unlikely to be considered until after April 
2004 when major restructuring of the library services in the area will be 
complete. Current opening hours should be better publicised and visible from 
outside the library and within its entrance. People have requested that they 
would like the new books that enter the library to be more obvious which could 
be achieved by a separate display area. 
 

 
 
The use of Anstey Library was mainly for borrowing fiction books (39%) and 
non-fiction books (32%) as well as for reference and information (24%).  
Changes requested were mainly an increased range of adult books (21%) and 
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reference section (12%) as well as increased opening hours, a music section 
and reading sessions by staff for toddlers.  
 
Many households made use of local newspapers such as the Anstey Scene for 
finding out information. Anstey Scene is the only publication covering just 
Anstey issues and is currently quarterly. There was a large majority of support 
from respondents for the Anstey Scene. A decision will be made by the 
publishers in April 2004 after one year’s publishing on increasing the frequency 
if there is sufficient revenue available. It may be possible to include more 
aspects of village life in this magazine such as social events, clubs and 
societies as well as information on Parish Council, Shops and Businesses. 
 
A comment from the Group Librarian in December 2003 is that the library has 
already improved their display and identification of new books which are being 
well used by customers. 

Recommendations: 
1. Continue publication of the Anstey Scene and include more information 

about village events. 
2. Residents urged to support the Anstey Scene by submitting articles of local 

interest to ansteyscene@aol.com [Reason: development of a local paper 
received huge support in the questionnaire, the Scene does not require 
financial support but is a medium local groups can use to communicate.]. 

3. Review library opening hours with a view to extending them. 
4. The library to increase its publicity including its opening times. 
5. Make book stock new to the library more visible. 
6. Parish Council to install a notice board in suitable locations showing the start 

of walks around the village, linked to leaflets available in public locations. 
[Reason: to improve access to existing provision]. 

 
Anstey Youth Parish Plan 
The Youth Questionnaire for ages 11 to 19 was completed by 98 households. 
15% went to former youth clubs, or youth clubs open to church/chapel members 
only, as no current youth club exists.  
 
In a future new youth club there were requests for activities such as trips out 
and discos, but young people particularly wanted a chance to meet friends 
somewhere warm and dry, with a chance of something to eat and drink (non-
alcoholic). 
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Many wanted a separate clubhouse for young people. 64% did not go to any 
after school activities, although 70% wanted more after school activities.  Most 
thought there should be more sports groups for young people such as 
badminton, more football, skateboarding, tennis, and trampolining. 
 

The need for after school activities
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61% wanted parents or local helpers to run youth groups. 61% would use a 
minibus to Birstall or Glenfield. From possible options people mostly wanted 
new equipment for the recreation ground and a warm and comfortable social 
area. The majority of people were happy about safety in getting to and from 
evening youth clubs with 8% saying not all safe. 
 

Recommendations 
1. A building that is for young people, where they can feel safe, with a warm 

dry environment and where new friends can be made or old friends meet. 
2. To be able to have the opportunity to make friends and socialise in Anstey 
3. All year round sports facilities indoors and outdoors to be used in all weather 

conditions. 
4. Qualified staff that can take some young people on day trips or weekend 

and weeks out. 
5. More sports clubs and coaching for young people. 
6. New equipment on the recreation ground e.g. roundabout covered meeting 

area with comfortable seating. 
7. The majority of the young people would like to see an indoor badminton 

court being built in Anstey. 
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8. The young people of Anstey would like to be told about things so there 
needs to be more notices where the young people meet, or youth workers to 
be informed so they can pass messages on. 

9. [Borough Council and Parish Council to work together to provide a new 
community sports facility accessible by young people. [Reason: these are 
the relevant authorities, the previous appraisal and village referendum 
identified this need, acquisition of “Mitchell’s Field” makes this possible] 

10. Encourage provision of the youth bus project which will bring activities to 
Anstey on a regular basis. 

 

Response Sheet 
All those who filled in the questionnaire “Response Sheet” were contacted by 
letter in mid October to say what the group is doing and how their interests are 
going to be addressed. The steering group will be arranging for information to 
be passed to those who requested it and possibly to set up initial meetings for 
discussion on topics such as Solar Energy. 
 

Abbreviations 
ACA Anstey Community Action 
APPG Anstey Parish Plan Group 
CBC Charnwood Borough Council 
CSO Community Support Officer 
LCC Leicestershire County Council 
LRP Leicestershire Rural Partnership 
MHS Martin High School 
PC Parish Council (Anstey) 
RCC Rural Community Council (Leicester and Rutland) 
 

Steering Group 
The steering group who have produced this report and plan are: Simon Foster, 
Peter Williams, Linda Brooks, John Bryant, Nigel Aston, Alison Williams, Anne 
Stenhouse and Gilian Baker. 
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Village History 
The first name given to Anstey Leicestershire was Hanstige or Anstige, 
meaning a narrow forest track. The name was of Angle origin, these probably 
being the first settlers, though the site had been used during Roman times, for a 
road following the line of the present Gorse lane, connected Leicester with 
Chester. During the invasion of the Danes in the 10th century, the area 
witnessed much activity, and was almost certainly occupied by some Danes. 
The Doomsday Book of 1080 records Hanstige as consisting of two 
ploughlands worth 40 shillings, four bondsmen, 13 villains, eight acres of 
meadow and two woods. It is recorded that one Ralph on the Grene in the year 
1332 paid a hay subsidy which indicates that the village green was integral in 
local life from an early time. The village had military standing of some size, for in 
1430 William Porter, with commitment under the feudal system, furnished XIX 
hommes and IX archers. 
 
Anstey was the property of the Priory of Ulverscroft and following the dissolution 
of the monasteries in 1545 the place reverted to the crown until 1609 when the 
land was sold in lots to local yeomen. However the trend in the years that 
followed witnessed a major drift from the land to new trades and manufacture, 
figures in a survey taken in 1808 substantiate that out of a population of 660, 48 
were employed in Agriculture and 221 in trades. 
 
Local industry began with the home workers stockingframe, progressing 
gradually to machines, and eventually to small manufactories employing outside 
labour to whom a wage was paid. Out of this revolutionary development came 
Ned Ludd, an Anstey man who is inextricably linked to the Luddite Riots who 
destroyed industrial machinery. These mobs, named after Ned Ludd, activated 
riots in order to destroy the machines which had taken away their form of 
manufacture. Many hundreds of pounds of damage occurred but the machinery 
stayed. Manufacture in Anstey incorporated the manufacture of boots and 
shoes, box making and other associated trades, and today the village still 
supports light industry. 
 
Three times in history the village folk have brushed shoulders with royalty. Lady 
Jane Grey, Queen of England for nine days, spent her childhood in the nearby 

Bradgate house which was built by 
the Greys of Groby in Tudor times.  
 
A visit by King William III in 1696 to 
the Grey family inaugurated the 
reconstruction of the bridge spanning 
the local brook as it was found to be 
too narrow for the Royal coach. 
Evidence suggests that when Bonnie 
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Prince Charlie©s army turned back from Derby during the 1745 rebellion, a 
foraging party reached the commons of Anstey. In the early 18th century the 54 
foot packhorse bridge was built. 
Though the growth of Anstey continued over the years, the development of 

public amenities failed to do so. 
There were no roads to the 
village except for the ancient 
and now vanished Dog Lane, 
by 1761. Two roads 45 feet 
broad were planned by the 
king’s commissioners, both of 
which are now bridle roads or 
footpaths. It was not until after 
the first world war that Gorse 
Lane was continued to 
Leicester and the first bus 

service began. Up until that time workers and schoolchildren attending Leicester 
grammar schools had to walk along a footpath of five fields as Gorse Lane 
terminated on the hill just outside the village. The sole vehicular route was by 
Gynsill Lane, formerly Gins Hill Lane and then by Groby Road. Today, with a 
population of 6000 people this ancient village still with a cross of Saxon origin 
continues to pioneer a much sought after village lifestyle, blending light industry 
with peaceful agricultural charm. 
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Action Plan 
The action plan on the following pages provides ideas and information about 
how the recommendations in the report might be carried out. This action plan 
will be managed by the Anstey Parish Council. 
 
Key to tables: 
 
Funding levels: 

Low: Up to £1000 
Medium: £1000 - £5000 
High: More than £5000 

 
Project Timescales: 

Short: Less than one year 
Medium: One to three years 
Long: More than three years 
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Action Plan:  Entertainment Sports and Leisure 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 

further details 
Timescale Organisations 

involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

Suggestions for clubs 
not yet in village – 
Gardening, Bowls, 
Youth Clubs, more keep 
fit classes for over 50’s. 

Individuals invited to 
set up groups. 

Organise meeting for 
interested residents. 
“Start up” grants offered 
by local authorities & 
Anstey Charity. 

Short/Medium PC, CBC, Anstey 
Charities Trust 

Low - High 

More equipment for the 
under 5’s on Stadon Rd 
Recreation Ground, with 
secure fencing around 
the equipment and more 
seating. 

Phased plan already 
agreed with PC for 
playground 
equipment, fencing 
and seating. 

Buy and install 
equipment and fencing. 
Use “Section 106 
agreement” money. 

Medium PC, CBC High 
Funding advice 
available from RCC. 

A strictly enforced dog 
ban in the under 5’s 
area of Stadon Road 
Recreation Ground and 
more dog bins with 
notices encouraging 
disposal of ‘poo’ and for 
these to be emptied 
regularly. 

More signs, bins and 
collections needed 

PC to purchase more 
litter bins and signs and 
CSO to enforce. 

Medium PC, CSO Medium 

Approach the schools to 
see if the use of any of 
their facilities would be a 
possibility and approach 
Anstey Martin High 
School in particular for 
youth facilities. 

Parish Plan group to 
initiate in meeting 
with the schools, 
supported by CBC 
and LCC. 

Parish Plan group to 
make approach to use 
facilities 

Short/Medium Parish Plan 
Group, PC, CBC, 
LCC, APPG 

Low 
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Action Plan:  Education and Training 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

Improve publicity of 
adult education, e.g. 
Anstey Scene. 

Longslade to use 
Anstey Scene and 
Local website 

Longslade to be given 
contact details. 

Medium Longslade, ACA Low 

Try alternative venues 
for adult education, e.g. 
Church rooms, Jubilee 
Hall etc. 

Encourage greater 
use of facilities 

PC to review pricing 
policy 

Medium Longslade, 
Anstey Martin 
High School 

Low 

Encourage the 
school/LCC to set up 
school travel plans for 
children to come to 
school on foot e.g. 
“walking buses”, so that 
traffic in Latimer Street 
and Netherfield Road is 
reduced. 

Better 
communication with 
parents 

All schools Medium Schools in 
Anstey, LCC 

Low 

Ensure that the children 
of Latimer and Woolden 
Hill Primary schools 
continue to be 
supervised at all times 
by the recommended 
number of Staff whilst 
on the playing fields. 

 Latimer and Woolden Hill Medium Latimer and 
Woolden Hill 
schools 

High 

Encourage donations 
and voluntary support to 

Better 
communication with 

Latimer, Woolden Hill, 
MHS 

Medium Latimer, Woolden 
Hill, MHS 

Low 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

maintain or increase 
after-school and 
lunchtime clubs at 
Anstey schools. 

parents 

Improve bullying 
situation 

Schools to work 
harder to enforce 
anti-bullying policies 
and try new 
mediation methods 
with the children and 
older students. 

Latimer, Woolden Hill, 
MHS 

Ongoing Latimer, Woolden 
Hill, MHS 

Low 
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Action Plan:  Employment 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

When deciding planning 
applications there will be 
a presumption that 
employment land will be 
retained as such, unless 
it is not feasible to do so 
for practical reasons. 
[Reason: employment is 
part of Anstey heritage 
and gives it its 
character, a large 
majority want this 
maintained; however in 
some cases retention 
would not be possible 
for practical reasons 
such as unsuitability for 
purpose.] 

Planning applications 
to take into account 
the views of Anstey 
households from 
questionnaire replies. 

CBC to note. Ongoing. CBC Low 
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Action Plan:  Village Environment 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

Strongly support existing 
Green Wedge and 
countryside 
designations in 
Structure and Local 
Plans. 

PC to adopt Parish 
Plan and support 
Green Wedge 
Strategy prepared by 
Stepping Stones 
Countryside 
Management Project 

Item *3 below also 
required. 

Short PC/CBC/Stepping 
Stones 
Countryside 
management 
project 

Low 

Village Greens and 
Recreation Grounds to 
be identified as 
Important Open Spaces 
and protected 

Parish Council to 
adopt Parish Plan, 
Review registration of 
village greens. 

Item *3 below also 
required. 
PC to action. 

Short CBC, PC Low 

*3:  Land use planning 
elements of Parish Plan 
to be adopted as 
Supplementary Planning 
Guidance by 
Charnwood Borough 
Council 

PC to request CBC to 
adopt the Parish plan 
as Supplementary 
planning Guidance 

Resolution by CBC Short CBC Low 

Create an extension to 
Castle Hill Country Park 
along the Rothley valley 
to make best use of the 
Green Wedges and to 
also provide a new 
recreational trail to 
Gorse Hill (avoiding the 
Nook) and linking to the 

Prepare 
Management Plan for 
the Park 

PC to commission plan 
preparation 

Medium/Long CBC/LCC/City 
Council/Stepping 
Stones CMP 

High 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

wider recreational 
network through Castle 
Hill Country Park 

“  Identify route for 
cycle trail 

Gain support for route 
implementation 

Medium/Long CBC/LCC/City 
Council/Grant 
funders 

High 

PC to provide more 
seats, possibly through 
public donations and 
contributions. 

PC to identify priority 
sites (from long list) 
and designs 

PC to publicise possibility 
of public 
donations/sponsorship 

Medium/Long PC Medium 
Funding advice from 
RCC 

Hanging baskets to be 
installed in partnership 
with Traders Association 

PC to identify sites 
and designs 

PC to negotiate with 
traders 

Medium/Long PC and Traders Medium 

Consider whether some 
additional flowerbeds 
could also be 
sponsored. 

PC to identify 
potential sites  

PC to publicize 
sponsorship 
opportunities 

Medium/Long PC Medium 

PC to consider list of 
proposed sites for dog 
and litterbins. And 
ensure that litterbins are 
clearly labelled for use 
as dog or litterbins. 

PC to identify sites 
and designs from 
long list provided 

PC to resolve on sites to 
be installed and signing 
required 

Short/medium PC Low 
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Action Plan:  The Nook 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

Improvement Scheme to 
be designed with the 
following objectives: 
Provide wider footways 
(for safety and 
convenience of public) 
Better appearance of 
the Nook with less 
clutter and less 
pedestrian/vehicle 
conflict 

Design for revised 
layout for Nook to be 
commissioned 

PC to work with 
CBC/LCC/LRP 

Medium/Long LCC/CBC/LRP High 

“  Design to be 
implemented 

LCC/CBC to include 
scheme in capital 
programme   

Medium/Long LCC/CBC/LRP High 

Allow for better 
wheelchair user access 
to shops (to help meet 
wheelchair access 
requirements and to 
reduce footway parking 
by vehicle drivers to 
improve safety) 

Design to be 
implemented 

Property owners to link 
with scheme to provide 
access improvements 

Medium/Long Property owners Medium/High 

Maintain existing levels 
of car parking (to 
provide for convenience 
of shopping and 
shoppers) 

PC to publicise 
availability of Co-op 
for public parking 
(Anstey Scene and 
signs at Stadon Rd 
Car Park and Co-op) 

PC to write article and 
erect signs 

Short PC Low 
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Action Plan:  Rights Of Way 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

PC to explore erection 
of four Parish signs at 
Jubilee Hall, Lower 
Green, Upper Green 
and Nook. 

Design and 
installation of sign 

PC to liaise and 
commission design and 
implementation 

Short/Medium PC/LCC/CBC Low/Medium 

LCC to be asked to 
revise and reprint the 
Anstey Paths and Trails 
Leaflet and make it 
available through the 
Library, Jubilee Hall and 
website. 

Revise and reprint 
leaflets 

LCC to include in its 
Rights of Way 
programme 

Short/Medium PC/LCC/Library/A
CA 
Individuals 
needed to write 
material 

Low/Medium 
(There may be no 
cost for this if 
materials are 
provided). 

LCC to be encouraged 
to focus on improving 
the condition of Rights 
of Way on the promoted 
circular route and routes 
to Bradgate Park. 

Review Rights of 
Way condition and 
install improvements 

LCC to include in its 
Rights of Way 
programme of works 

Short/Medium PC/LCC High 

PC to tackle issues of 
litter and vandalism by 
considering adopting 
some responsibilities 
from the County Council 
and/or encouraging the 
adoption of a volunteer 
‘green team’. 

PC to adopt 
management of parts 
of Rights of Way 
around the Parish 

PC to negotiate with LCC 
and consider whether to 
adopt elements of Rights 
of Way management 

Medium/Long LCC/PC/Police High 
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Action Plan:  Traffic and Transport 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Improve Bus Services Introduce “Phone a bus” 
for taking groups of 
people to specific 
destinations. 

 Short Bus Services; Taxi 
firms; LCC West 
Leics Transport 
Partnership; PC 
Parish Transport 
Grant. 

Low 
May be self funding. 
Funding advice 
from RCC. 

Improve Bus Services Improved frequency of 
evening and Sunday 
services to 
Loughborough and 
Leicester. 

Bus service providers 
and LCC to investigate 
requests and the viability. 

Medium Bus Services. 
LCC. 

Low 

Improve Bus Services Additional bus services 
to Glenfield, Birstall, 
Fosse Park, Nottingham 
and Glenfield Hospital. 

Bus service providers 
and LCC to consider 
possibilities. 

Medium Bus Services. 
LCC. 

Low 

Reduce Traffic Speed Anstey-wide traffic 
calming plan for the 
main roads to reduce 
speeds, especially on 
entry into Anstey, such 
as a flashing speed limit 
sign, speed cameras 
etc. 

LCC to review needs and 
propose a plan. 

Medium LCC High 

Improve Road 
Crossings 

Road crossing 
improvements, 
especially Leicester 
Road, Stadon Road, 
Bradgate Road and Link 

LCC to review needs and 
implement improved/new 
crossings. 

Medium. 
Note Could 
coincide with 
Leicester City 
Road/Nook 6 week 

LCC High 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Road. closure in summer 
2005 

Reduce A46 Noise Improvements to A46 
noise pollution. 

Implement noise 
reduction schemes – 
trees, fences, etc. 

Medium LCC Medium 

Improve Parking Parking improvements, 
especially on 
pavements and near 
shops with review of 
parking in the Nook. 
Also see section “The 
Nook”. 

Also see “Environment - 
Nook”. 
Investigate possible 
schemes for reducing 
pavement parking – use 
local, count and national 
strategies. 

Medium LCC High 

Improve Parking Parish Council to 
publicize the availability 
of public car parking in 
the Co-operative car 
park. 

Fixed sign in Nook, 
Notice boards, Anstey 
Scene and other 
methods to be used by 
Parish Council to 
publicise. 

Short Parish Council Low 

Safer Cycling Feasibility on safer 
cycling routes by cycling 
bodies and the County. 

Also see Environment 
section. 
Feasibility into improving 
cycling routes 

Medium Cycling bodies to 
provide advice, 
.e.g. Sustrans. 
LCC 

High 

Safer Cycling Improve road surfaces, 
e.g. Cropston Road. 

Pressure the County 
Council to improve road 
surfacing on main roads 
for safer cycling within 
the village 

Medium LCC High 

Improve Village Look Improvements to verges 
in specific areas such 
as increased frequency 

Consider increasing 
labour time, especially 
during summer, to spend 

Medium Parish Council. 
LCC 

Medium 
Stepping Stones 
funding may be 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

of maintenance. on such maintenance. available. 
Improve Lighting  Lighting investigation, 

for improvements to 
quality, including a 
reduction. 

Increase and reduce 
lighting where required to 
using e.g. more lights, 
more focussed lights, 
change to power of 
lights. 

Medium LCC Medium 
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Action Plan:  Health and Social Services 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 

further details 
Timescale Organisations 

involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Surgery      

Surgery 
Appointments 

To make access easier 
for those in work 

Review Saturday 
morning surgery – not 
just for emergencies 

Short Anstey Surgery Low 

Surgery 
Appointments 

To reduce waiting times Review length of 
appointments 

Short Anstey Surgery Low 

Home visits To make it easier for 
people to receive a 
home visit 

Review procedures for 
home visits 

Short Anstey Surgery Not known 

Accessibility  To make access easier 
for those in wheelchairs 
or pushchairs 

Accessibility Audit to 
cover the Disability 
Discrimination Act 

Short to Medium Anstey Surgery Not known 

Chemist      

Collecting 
Prescriptions  

To make people aware 
that there is a system 
for collecting 
prescriptions at 
lunchtime 

Publicity at Anstey and 
Glenfield Surgeries and 
possibly around the 
village 

Short Chemist and 
Surgeries 

Low 

Chiropodist      

Awareness of Service To make people aware 
that there is a 
Chiropody service in the 
village  

Publicity at Anstey and 
Glenfield Surgeries and 
possibly around the 
village 

Short Chiropody Service; 
Charnwood & NW 
Leics Primary Care 
Trust. 

Low 

Access for NHS 
patients 

To provide greater 
access for NHS patients 

Review access for NHS 
patients 

Short Chiropody Service; 
Charnwood & NW 
Leics Primary Care 
Trust. 

Not known 
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Dentist      

Appointments System To ensure cancellations 
are communicated to 
patients 

Review procedures for 
cancellation or changes 
to appointments 

Short Dental Surgery Low 

Appointments System To ensure that timing of 
appointments is 
appropriate 

Review times of 
appointments 

Short Dental Surgery Low 

Hygiene To ensure the highest 
standards of hygiene 

Review hygiene 
procedures 

Short Dental Surgery Not known 

Treatment  To ensure the highest 
standards of treatment 
quality  

Carry out an audit of 
quality of treatment 
possibly to include a 
patient questionnaire 

Short/Medium Dental Surgery Not known 

 

Action Plan:  Crime 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Police to strengthen 
their relationship with 
local people and 
continue to provide a 
visible presence in 
the village. 

To stress the need for 
the continuation of a 
Community Police 
Officer being stationed 
in Anstey. 

Figures already provided 
to support the fact that 
Anstey has seen a 
reduction in crimes over 
the last year. 

Ongoing Police 
Neighbourhood 
Watch 

High 

Police officers to 
patrol on foot, on a 
regular basis. 

CSO presence essential Continue and increase 
foot patrols. 

Ongoing Police, LCC  

Contact with local 
businesses. 

 Police to advertise the 
fact that the new Anstey 
office can be contacted 
by telephone 

Medium Police Low 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Extended 
Neighbourhood 
Watch Schemes, with 
information passed to 
local co-ordinators. 

To assist our CSO in 
launching a new basic 
system. 

CSO Helen Peene to 
organise meetings to 
explain how their 
systems work and 
villagers can help. 

Short Police Low 

Visits to local schools 
and youth groups. 

To explain the positive 
sides of policing. 

 Ongoing  Low 

Security talks for 
social groups. 

To make all residents 
aware of what is 
available & what tricks 
criminals use. 

 Ongoing Neighbourhood 
Watch 
Police 

 

 

Action Plan:  Housing 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

CBC, as Local 
Planning Authority, 
should ensure that: 
 1. a 
reasonable proportion 
of low cost homes 
and social houses are 
provided as part of 
new developments 

Provide low cost homes 
and social houses 

PC to respond to 
planning application 
consultations 
CBC to ensure delivery 
through planning system 

Ongoing PC/CBC Low 

 2. a better mix 
of house types are 
provided as part of 

Better mix of houses in 
new developments 

PC to respond to 
planning application 
consultations.  CBC to 

Ongoing PC/CBC Low 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

new developments ensure delivery through 
planning system 

 

Action Plan:  Faith and Spirituality 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 

further details 
Timescale Organisations 

involved / 
partners 

Funding levels 
and Sources 

Publicity 
To ensure that church 
activities are well 
publicised  

Review present practise to 
ensure that publicity is 
effective 

Short/Medium Individual churches 
and Churches 
Together in Anstey 

Low 

Youth To ensure that the 
churches are 
adequately 
supporting the youth 
of our village 

Review present provision 
and discover from the 
young people themselves 
what they would like the 
churches to do 

Short/Medium Individual churches 
and Churches 
Together in Anstey 

Not known 
Funding advice 
from RCC. 

Open Days To increase 
awareness of the life 
of the churches within 
the community 

To consider holding Open 
Days in each of the 
churches  

Short/Medium Individual churches 
and Churches 
Together in Anstey 

Low 

Community 
Involvement 

To increase 
involvement of the 
churches within the 
life of the community 

Review level of involvement 
at present  
Consider how the churches 
can be more involved e.g. 
at the Gala 

Short/Medium Individual churches 
and Churches 
Together in Anstey 

Not known 
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Action Plan:  Information and Communication 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

Continue Anstey 
Scene 

Continue publication of 
the Anstey Scene and 
include more 
information about village 
events. 

Convey request to 
Anstey Scene 
publishers. (Anstey 
Scene has recently 
been resurrected as a 
private venture). 

Short Anstey Scene 
Parish Council 

Low 

Maintain and Improve 
Anstey Scene 

Residents urged to 
support the Anstey 
Scene by submitting 
articles of local interest 
to 
ansteyscene@aol.com  

Parish Council to 
convey request to local 
groups. 

Short Anstey Scene. 
Local Groups. 
Parish Council. 

Low 

Library Opening 
Hours 

Review library opening 
hours with a view to 
extending them. 

 Medium Library Services. Medium/High 

Library Promotion The library to increase 
its publicity including its 
opening times. 

 Short Library Services. Low 

Library Books Make book stock new to 
the library more visible. 

 Short Library Services Low 

Village Footpaths See section “Rights of 
Way”. 

    

 



 

 52 

Action Plan:  Anstey Youth Plan 
Idea/Area Specific Project / 

Objectives 
Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

All year round sports 
facilities indoors and 
outdoors to be used 
in all weather 
conditions. 

CBC and PC to work 
together to provide a new 
community sports facility 
primarily for young people 
– possibly on “Mitchell’s 
Field”. 

Specific request is for a 
badminton court. 

Medium CBC, PC High, Flag, Wren. 
Funding advice from 
RCC. 

“ ”  PC to investigate use of 
Martin High School and 
new pavilion for indoor 
bowls and badminton 

 Short PC/Martin High 
School 

Low 

“ ”  Regular evening 
Transport to Longslade 
when events/clubs are 
happening. 

 Medium LCC, LCC youth 
service 

Medium 

A building that is for 
young people, where 
they can feel safe, 
with a warm dry 
environment and 
where new friends 
can be made or old 
friends meet. 

Locate suitable building 
 

Consideration as to 
specific facility on 
“Mitchell’s Field”. Maybe 
in conjunction with 
‘sports facility’. 

Medium LCC, CBC, PC, ACA, 
Longslade 
Community College 

High. 
Funding advice from 
RCC. 

To be able to have 
the opportunity to 
make friends and 
socialise in Anstey 

Set up suitable 
environment. 

Possibly via Youth Club.  
Help from LCC youth 
service 

Medium LCC youth service High 

Qualified staff that 
can take young 
people on day trips or 

Youth workers to liaise 
with PC. 

 Medium LCC youth service Medium 
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Idea/Area Specific Project / 
Objectives 

Actions required and 
further details 

Timescale Organisations 
involved / partners 

Funding levels and 
Sources 

weekend and weeks 
out. 
More sports clubs 
and coaching for 
young people. 

Local clubs to be 
encouraged to cater for 
young people. Also see 
‘sports facility’. 

 Medium LCC youth 
services/Local clubs 
CBC Sports 
Development Officer. 

Funding advice from 
RCC. 

New equipment on 
the recreation 
grounds e.g. 
roundabout covered 
meeting area with 
comfortable seating. 

 PC to provide equipment 
and seating. 

Medium PC Funding advice from 
RCC. 

The young people of 
Anstey would like to 
know things so there 
needs to be more 
notices where the 
young people meet, 
or youth workers to 
be informed so they 
can pass messages 
on. 

Encourage advertising 
and promotion of activities 
through notice boards and 
e.g. Anstey Scene. 
Youth workers to liaise 
with PC. 

 Short/Medium LCC youth service Medium 

Encourage provision 
of the youth bus 
project which will 
bring activities to 
Anstey on a regular 
basis. 

Provide facilities for young 
people in Anstey 

Youth workers to work 
with PC to improve 
provision and the Anstey 
Scene and website to 
help promote it. 

Medium LCC youth service; 
PC;  
LCC West Leics 
Transport 
Partnership; PC 
Parish Transport 
Grant. 

High. 
Funding advice from 
RCC. 
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Plan 3:  Anstey Centre, including The Nook 
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