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1. Background to the Parish Plan 
 
On 23rd June 2005 a meeting was held in the Thrussington village hall to 
explain the Parish Plan initiative, organized by the Rural Community Council 
for Leicestershire and Rutland. Their Community Development Officer, Hazel 
Fish, invited those present to engage in a ógrass-rootsô project to help 
determine the future of our parish, as a number of other communities in the 
county had done. Volunteers were sought for a steering group, who would 
arrange for full consultation with all parishioners to form the basis of a Parish 
Plan. This document is that plan. 
 
The first meeting of some dozen volunteers met in the church on 12th 
September 2005. Eventually the following steering group was formed, which 
met monthly in each otherôs houses: 
 
David Alton, Chairman 
Liz Collingham, Secretary 
Heather Lund, Treasurer 
Janet Heath (ex officio, Parish Council Clerk) 
Samantha Heselton 
Janet Procter-Blain 
Jane Patterson-Prentice 
Michael Patterson 
 
Hazel Fish also attended many meetings, and a number of people helped out 
on other occasions, as on the ólaunch dayô (see below). 
 
An adult questionnaire and a youth questionnaire for ages 11-19 were 
devised, which were launched at the Thrussington Parish Plan Questionnaire 
Day in the Village Hall on 16th September 2006. During the day, while adults 
were offered an exhibition and refreshments, younger members of our 
community were entertained with various activities and were also interviewed 
about their village. Printed questionnaires were distributed to each household 
in the parish by the end of September and collected or returned to the village 
shop in the ensuing weeks. There then followed the arduous task of entering 
and evaluating the results, which form the basis of this report. 
 
According to the electoral roll of 1st December 2006, there are 224 
households in Thrussington. 168 adult questionnaires were completed, 
representing a 75% return, a commendable figure for such surveys and higher 
than that for most of the existing parish plans. In addition, 27 youth 
questionnaires were returned. 
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Some of the registered households are now empty or are in the process of 
moving; some families were unwilling to participate because they suspected 
government interference or felt that óit would do no goodô; some returned 
questionnaires unmarked; some, despite excellent publicity from the launch 
day, notices in Thrussington Life, and signs throughout the village urging 
óHave Your Sayô, were seemingly put off by the length and detail of the 
questionnaire and simply never got round to completing theirs. 
 
Nevertheless, with three-quarters of Thrussingtonians óhaving their sayô, 
together with significant contributions by their children in the youth 
questionnaires and interviews at the launch day, we feel that this document 
fairly represents the views of those who live in Thrussington. 
 
Please note: most results state the number of órespondentsô, i.e. individual 
households, but sometimes, where multiple answers were invited, the number 
of órepliesô is recorded, i.e. one household may give several answers to the 
same question. Percentages are therefore either of the respondents, or, 
where indicated, of replies; they have been rounded to the nearest whole 
number so may not always add up to 100%. In questions where a free 
response was invited, these have normally been noted only when at least two 
people have made the same point 
 
 

    
 
 
Anyone wishing to see the full results of the questionnaires should log on to 
the following website: 
http://www.merlinco-surveys.co.uk/web_survey/results/index.asp 
Client name is: lrp2 
Questionnaire name is: thrussington or thrussingtonyouth 
Password: dalton 
 


