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Introduction

Welcome to the Ryhall and Belmesthorpe Parish Plan.

The Ryhall and Belmesthorpe Parish Plan steering group hope you enjoy and benefit
from this report. Through our regular meetings leading up to Gala Day and after the
consultation we were able to put together an action plan for our parish. The aim of the
plan has been to involve all residents and find out their concerns, listen to their comments
and plan for the future. The action plan is a product of the community and not the Parish
Council. Having said this, the Parish Plan has the full support of the Parish Council, both
in financial terms and in time, for which we are grateful.

We hope this is an accurate picture of the concerns and needs of the residents and our
aim is to address some of the issues identified. Only by pulling together as a community
can we achieve and improve life in the parish.



What is a Parish Plan?

A parish plan is a comprehensive plan, which addresses issues of concern to the
community together in one document. It must be prepared by the community working
together (a bottom up approach) and based on information provided through research,
survey and consultation. It must be focused on action, and contain a clear statement for
the future.

The plan will address areas such as services, amenities, transport and community care.

Who decided to conduct a Parish Plan?

The Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Ryhall set the wheels in motion for the parish
plan.

The last village appraisal was completed in year 2000 and had not been reviewed since
that time. Some key issues still needed to be addressed and producing a parish plan
appeared to be the best way forward.

Funding Sources

The Rural Community Council (Leicestershire and Rutland), Ryhall and Belmesthorpe
Parish Council, Ryhall Entertainments Association and individual residents have provided
funding for this work. Further monies will be sought from funding schemes as and when
required for specific projects. The parish plan will be used as evidence of need to support
any applications for funding.

Who is involved in producing the plan?

A well-publicised meeting was held in May 2008 from which a steering group formed of
residents keen to take part in producing the plan. The group have worked on the project
over the last nine months and held regular public meetings along the way. A list of those
involved can be found at the end of the report.

Parish Councillors Graham Lloyd and Jon Whowell attend parish plan meetings and
represent the Parish Council.

The Rural Community Council also plays a part in assisting residents with the process of
generating a parish plan.

What are the objectives of the steering group?

To assess the issues and concerns raised within the parish and see if improvements
could be made. To take on specific areas of interest and work with existing committees
and associations in the community. The key objective: to get results and improve life in
the parish.



How was the consultation carried out?

It was unanimously agreed at the initial public meeting that questionnaires were not the
best way to involve the community. The Rural Community Council suggested using the
Planning for Real® method as it had proved popular elsewhere.

As Ryhall Gala Day was approaching it was agreed this would be an ideal opportunity to
get residents involved in the consultation process. The children of Ryhall Primary School
made and painted a three dimensional model of the parish with materials provided by the
RCC.

The steering group distributed forms to all households within the parish requesting their
views and suggestions. Residents were offered response methods of telephone, email or
could deposit completed paper forms in suggestion boxes at any of the public buildings.
As an added incentive if the forms were brought along to Gala Day they would be entered
into a free prize draw.

On Gala Day residents were invited to put their suggestions and ideas onto a flag and
place it in the relevant area on the 3D map (Planning for Real®). This type of
consultation was felt to be far more interactive and appealing than a questionnaire. It is
also far quicker and more exciting way to gain a wealth of information about local issues
and formulate an action plan for the future.

For those residents unable to attend Gala Day the map was on display at the library for

one week after the event. The suggestion boxes remained in the public buildings during
this time too.
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Planning for Real® three dimensional map at Gala Day



Response figures

Residents made over three hundred comments covering a wide range of issues and

concerns. All the comments were recorded and grouped into subject areas to provide the

statistics in this report.

This chart shows the percentage of comments for each section.
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An example of the type of comments in each section.
Housing 6%

e A need was recognised for more affordable housing within the parish.
e Concern over houses being built on Pogles Wood (alongside the new cemetery)

Services and Facilities 11%

¢ A newsletter for the villages was a popular request.
e Residents were unhappy with the fortnightly collections of household refuse.

Health and Community Care 3%

e The use of Francis Court warden house was the key concern.

Community Safety 7%

e A lack of visible policing was the main complaint.
e Some areas with inadequate lighting were noted.

Environment and Conservation 15%

e People were unhappy with the frequency of grass cutting and hedge trimming.
e Dog fouling was an unpopular problem.
e Sprucing up our green areas with planting of flowers was suggested.

Traffic and Transport  33%

Speeding traffic was the top problem here.

Some concern over inconsiderate drivers near the school.
Traffic flow issues on the Ryhall bridge were noted.

The state of the playing fields road for all users was a problem.

Leisure and Recreation 25%

A community event for all was put forward

A lack of visibility caused by the hedge between play areas.

A few problems with anti-social behaviour by teenagers.

More benches were requested.

People expressed a desire for better sporting facilities and to take more exercise.



The Action Plan

Item Issue Aim Partners Priority | Timescale

Housing

1 |Lack of affordable homes To provide more affordable housing in Ryhall PC H 12 Months+
Services and Facilities

> Egﬁg; communication links needed within the Village Newsletter PCC M 3 Months

3 sourcing mformatlorll on various Take on management of Rutnet villages website PP M 6 Months
activities/clubs/what's on

4 |Unsightly fly posting on lampposts and fences New and larger Community Notice Board at village hall VHC L 6 Months

5 Complaints qf sr_neII and flies around household Return of weekly rubbish collections especially in PC/RCC L 12 Months+
waste wheelie bins summer months

6 Replace bin on RMPF/school access road - St Siting of a new litter bin PC/RMPFC L 3 Months
Johns Close end

7 |Damaged and broken street signs Repair and replace PC/RCC M 3 Months
Health and Community Care

8 |Concerns over the alternative use of Francis Court [To keep as a facility for the elderly PC/RCC H 12 Months+

9 ,rb\esqsl;?rteec‘jlderly residents within the parish when help Set up the Community Spirit initiative PP/RuralCC H 3 Months

10 |As above \Volunteer Directory PP/VAR L 12 Months+

11 |As above Good Neighbour scheme PP L 12 Months+
Community Safety

12 |Lack of visible policing Greater police presence NW/Police H 6 Months

13 [Difficulty in contacting local beat officer Improve contact with police NW/Police L 6 Months

14 |Poor visibility for residents leaving village hall Additional lamppost/lighting in the Balk Road/car park PC H 3 Months

area




ltem Issue Aim Partners Priority | Timescale

Environment and Conservation

15 |Reduce dog fouling throughout Parish Introduce a clean up campaign PP L 12 Months+

16 |Dog fouling and no bin Dog waste bin New Road/A6121 and Belmesthorpe PC M 3 Months

17 [Family area Create a Wild Garden PP L 12 Months+

18 Overgrown trees around the boundary of old Regular maintenance of trees PC L 3 Months
cemetery

19 Re5|dents_ unhappy with quality and frequency of Seek alternative service provider PC H 6 Months
grass cutting

20 |Brighten up green areas within the Parish E(I)e;r;tiéalglbs and use hanging baskets/pots where PP L 12 Months+

21 |Unkempt hedges encroaching on footpaths Regular maintenance of hedges PC M 6 Months
Traffic & Transport

22 |Concerns of speeding through villages \iﬁgsgg on optimum way to reduce speeds within the PC/RCC/PP H 6 Months

23 |Awareness of new speed limit on A6121 Isrirgl)qrsoved signage on A6121 including speed indicative PC/RCC H 3 Months

24 5\?:; visibility at school times in Church StRutland School buses to park in alternative place PP/SCH L 6 Months

25 grzr;gestlon atvillage hall and playing field at school Introduce a school walking bus scheme PP/SCH L 12 Months+

26 %ﬁzggrnns about reversing into Foundry Road Reverse the priority of traffic on white bridge (Bridge St) PC/RCC H 6 Months

27 Dangers of walking or cycling along Belmesthorpe [Put in place a foot/cycle path between Ryhall & PC/RCC H 12 Months+
Lane Belmesthorpe

o8 Difficulty in gaining access to many countryside Ensure _acce§5|blllty, enforce reinstatement of paths and PC L 12 Months+
footpaths modernise stiles

29 |Poor condition of playing field access road Install a new road surface which would be more RMPFC H 12 Months+

hardwearing
30 Lack of parking at the village hall on certain Mark up spaces and seek an overflow car park for busy VHC L 6 Months

occasions

events




Item Issue Aim Partners Priority | Timescale
31 |Difficulty in crossing the A6121 to bus stops Improvement in safety for pedestrians PC/RCC M 12 Months+
Leisure & Recreation
32 |Big Community Event Orga_m_s_e_ meeting with village committees to discuss PP L 12 Months+
possibilities
33 gg&;ﬁ:gitwlth poor visibility between play Remove section of hedging to improve sightline RMPFC H 3 Months
34 Efttrt]eer;gﬁ;trl]ng/recreatlonal facilities for all residents Improve playing fields/tennis facilities/pavilion RMPFC/TC/RCC M 12 Months+
35 |Residents wishing to exercise within the Parish Create a map of footpaths around villages PP L 12 Months+
36 |Lack of seating Morg benches around the playing field and other PC L 12 Months+
locations
37 PTO*?'emS of youth congregating in certain areas More activities for teenagers PP/RCC H 6 Months
within Ryhall
38 [Improve community spirit Investigate options for new village activities/clubs PP L 12 Months+

Key to Abbreviations

PC Parish Council

PP Parish Plan

RCC Rutland County Council
VHC Village Hall Committee
RMPFC Playing Field Committee
SCH Ryhall Primary School

TC Tennis Club

PCC Parochial Church Council

RuralCC Rural Community Council

H High, requiring immediate attention

M Medium, important to many people

L Low, (in comparison to other issues) but still desirable




Action Plan Updates

There has been activity on many of the points raised, for some we are acting as a conduit
for information.

e Item 2) Village News is now up and running. To submit news items,
announcements, advertisements or articles, the Ryhall representative is Melanie
Martin 01780 755636. Belmesthorpe contact is Dorothy Dolby 01780 754321.
Deadline for submissions is 18™ of the month.

e Item 3) The parish plan encourages greater use of the Ryhall pages on the Rutnet
website, find the site at www.rutnet.co.uk If you are unable to add your update let
us know via parish.plan@sky.coma nd we 01 | do it.

e Item 4) Prices for commercially available notice boards have been obtained; a
generous offer to make a board at cost has been received too. Awaiting final costs
and location details.

e Items 16&17) Notices have been used, letters published in the local press to raise
awareness and the RCC Dog Warden is involved too. Currently investigating the
option of re-siting at least one dog bin to encourage greater use.

e Item 29&36) Footpaths around the area are being audited with a view to a map
being published by RCC along with installing an information board in one of the
villages.

e Item 30) A quote to surface the Playing fields access road has been requested.
Dialogue has restarted between interested parties/users.

e |tem 31) Measurements of the car park have been taken in an effort to produce an
6opt i madsbhempear Kk i

e Item 33) We requested a meeting of the various committees and associations but it
was very poorly attended.

e Item 34) The playing fields committee have agreed to reducing/removing the
offending section of hedging. To be completed during a work party in the spring.

e Item 38) The Youth Bus is now visiting Ryhall on a Monday evening and parks at
the playing field. We are in the process of putting together a brief youth
guestionnaire as we felt they were under represented previously.

e Belmesthorpe expressed the wish to have newspapers delivered and while Ryhall
Village Stores are unable to offer this service at the moment, Sutherland Way
Newsagents 01780 755055 and Drift Road News 01780 751575 in Stamford do.


http://www.rutnet.co.uk/
mailto:parish.plan@sky.com

Parish Council Summary

Item 1) Affordable housing is in progress; unfortunately the site behind Flint Close,
which had been selected, was rejected on environmental health concerns. The
process of finding a new site continues.

Item 5) Weekly refuse collections were requested of RCC in November 2008, no
further update. If residents were to write to the council requesting this in sufficient
numbers it may yield greater results.

Item 6) Two new rubbish bins are set for installation, one on the access road and
another near the pavilion. Lets hope people make good use of them.

Items 7,23,24,27,32) Speed limits have been reduced from 40mph to 30mph on
the A6121, a further reduction on the stretches either side to 50mph will be
forthcoming. A report of all highways matters has been generated; the Head of
Highways at RCC will be visiting the villages in March 2009 to review.

Item 9) Francis Court wardens house is to remain as is for the foreseeable future.

Item 15) Funding for a new lamppost opposite the Village Hall has been agreed.

Items 19, 20&22) Maintenance of our grass and hedges is currently under review.
Action on trees has been requested in January 20009.

Item 28) Building a footpath/cycle path between the villages has been deemed too
costly.

Item 37) More benches could be provided but costs would have to be considered.
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This is a living document and requires the participation of residents. If you would like to
join the Ryhall and Belmesthorpe Parish Plan steering group to help, please call Rachel
Miller (Secretary) on 01780 757477.
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