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The process of undertaking the original survey was initiated by Market Bosworth Parish 

Council. 

 

The collating and publishing of the results has been sponsored by the Rural Communities 

Council of Leicestershire & Rutland (RCC) together with additional financial support from the 

Parish and District Councils.  

 

The Parish Council organised an open meeting in the Village Hall late in 2007 to explain the 

need and purpose of the Village Plan. At this meeting the RCC representative detailed the steps 

necessary to create a village plan and the involvement of Market Bosworth residents in 

achieving one. 

 

At the open parish meeting a number of residents volunteered to form a Plan Steering Group to 

create and publish a questionnaire and to deliver a copy to every household in the Parish, this 

was accomplished in the summer of 2008. The returns from the questionnaire were collected 

and then analysed by computer in the RCC office in Leicester by the end of 2008. From these 

results the Village Plan has been produced. 

 

Some 970 questionnaires were distributed and 348 returned. This return represented 30% plus 

of the Parish residents, enough to provide a credible and statistically significant representative 

of the communityôs views and opinions. 

 

Every resident was given the opportunity to contribute to this plan, whether or not they chose 

to return the questionnaire was a personal decision which we could not influence. 

 

Based on the results we have produced this plan together with an action plan identifying your 

needs for the future of the Parish and the means to make them happen. 

 

Our Service Providers have a duty to consider our results and recommendations. They 

may not be able to provide everything that is recommended but they are required to give 

good reasons why these needs are not met.  

      

The Village Plan is a vehicle that Service Providers can use to plan our services or alter their 

priorities in line with the residentsô views. The Plan may well be a help when additional grant 

funding is required for specific projects. 

 

Your objectives will not be met overnight but they indicate a strategy which will preserve all 

that is best in the Parish and identify areas that need to be improved, enhancing the lives of 

current residents and leaving a legacy for the next generation. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  
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Archaeological remains indicate that there was a settlement on the site of the present Market 

Bosworth in pre-historic times. In the Domesday Book (1086) the name was recorded as 

ñBosewordeò which was the Saxon name for the settlement owned by Bose.   

 

The population figures for the town have fluctuated ï evidence of this is in 1610 when there 

were 543 residents, in 1720 this increased to 618 and with the influx of 80 hosiery frames in 

1840 the number of residents rose to 2,500. This contrasts dramatically with the fall in 

population to 949 in 1877 and again to 836 at the end of the 19
th
 century. This fall was 

probably due to the introduction of mechanisation in the hosiery industry. There was then a 

gradual increase in population up to the mid 20
th
 century, after which the population rose 

rapidly to 2200 after approximately 500 dwellings were built. 

 

It is interesting to note that in 1877 there were such diverse occupations as saddler, blacksmith, 

wheelwright, corn miller, gravestone engraver, nail maker, nuisance inspector, draper, straw 

bonnet maker, tripe dresser to name but a few of the businessô operating at this time. As well as 

these occupations there were the usual grocers, druggist, bakers, butchers, coal merchants etc. 

There were also, of course, a number of farms surrounding the town and these represented 

considerable employment possibilities along with related agricultural industries. The decline in 

farming in the late 20
th
 century meant that employment in this and connected occupations fell. 

This wide range of enterprises made Market Bosworth self-sufficient in the 19
th
 century. 

Towards the end of the century other employers were the Union Workhouse and Infirmary, 

The Gas Light and Coke Co, the Cattle Market, the Police Station and The Midland Brick and 

Terracotta Company. The Timber Fireproofing Company, later Palgrave Brown, and J J 

Churchill Ltd came to Market Bosworth in about 1920 and 1948 respectively.  

 

From this brief outline of life in Market Bosworth in the 19
th
 and early 20

th
 century it can be 

seen that a sustainable and united community existed. Since the loss of the Cattle Market, 

Infirmary, Police Station, Palgrave Brown and reduction in the Community Centre facilities, 

Market Bosworth is rapidly becoming a dormitory town. However, the village in 2009 still has 

many amenities; there is a bank, a Post Office, a solicitor, three estate agents, a supermarket, 

butcher, greengrocer, baker, delicatessen, a clock shop, art gallery, two fashion shops for 

ladiesô and childrenôs clothes, furniture and interiors shop, antique shop, three hairdressers, a 

chemist, newsagent and a flower shop.  There are also a number of food outlets in the form of 

two restaurants, three cafés, three public houses, all of which serve food. The village has three 

fast food outlets ï Indian and Chinese Takeaways and a fish and chip shop. Market Bosworth 

is fortunate to have the services of a doctorsô surgery, a dentist, library, three churches, a Parish 

Hall, three schools, several sports clubs, a recreational ground, garage, industrial site, water 

park and of course Bosworth Country Park with its arboretum and lake. In addition a regular 

Wednesday market is held in the Market Place each week with a popular Sunday Farmersô 

Market once a month. With the possible opening of a marina and golf course Market Bosworth 

will become a rural centre with a wide variety of amenities.  An added attraction of the 

Conservation Area, in the summer months, is the prolific display of floral decoration.  All these 

factors are creating an attractive village that is fast becoming a centre for tourism. 

 

Joan Tomlinson and Glynis Oakley 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR HISTORICAL HERITAGE  
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Q 1.1 ï 1.4   Number of responses, ages, gender and occupations 
 
We received a total of 348 completed questionnaires out of the 970 delivered to households 

throughout the Parish which stated that they represented the views of 676 occupants. 
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The graph clearly illustrates the age profile of the area and is typical of rural communities, with 

17% of respondents being under 24 and the majority being over 55. 

 

The graphs indicate that 32% of the respondents were over 65 and in excess of 40% retired or 

semi-retired.  
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Of respondents 37% are in either full or part-time employment. The unemployment rate in our 

survey (2%) is very close to the Borough average of 1.8%. 
 

The questionnaire returns showed 83 single occupancy households (55 female and 28 male). Of 

these 76% were retired. 

 

Summary 
 

The number of returned questionnaires (348) is approximately a third of the estimated total of 

households in the Parish.  Similarly, the number of views represented (676) equates to 32.5% 

of the latest estimate of the Parish population of 2,200. 

 

We are, therefore, fairly confident that the responses to the remainder of the questionnaire can 

be treated as an accurate reflection of concerns, requirements and lifestyle of the Parish as a 

whole. 
 

 

 

       
 
                       Wednesday Market 
                  

 

 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                                 
                                                                                                Market Place                                                                                                     
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Q 2.1   Households using private vehicles  
                         

 
 

Q 2.2  Number parked on road overnight    
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Although appearing a high percentage, óPrivate Vehiclesô includes cars, vans and motorcycles 

and would seem reasonable for a rural location.  The breakdown between on and off road 

parking was looked at closely and felt to be an accurate reflection of the situation.  Not being 

parked on the road does not, of course, necessarily mean that the vehicle was garaged. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT  
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Q 2.3   Purpose of journey and type of travel used 
 

 
 

Whilst 91% of households owned and used cars, vans or motorcycles, it can be seen that the 

most popular reason for using the car was for shopping, and the least for journeys to school.  

 

           
The graph above shows the percentages of respondents who walk and cycle and the most used 

type of transport and its purpose. 

 

 To encourage more people to walk the following suggestions were made. 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

As far as cycling was concerned, the speeding traffic, narrow 

roads and, in some cases, age deterred some respondents 

from using a bike.  
 

 

Poorly maintained and uneven pavements  
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Walk Cycle 

× Better pavement maintenance (26%) 

× Additional pedestrian crossings (21%) 

× Additional pavements (20%)  

× Improved street lighting (13%)  

× More public seating (11%) 
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Q 2.4   Destination and reason for travel  

                    

                   
 

The charts indicate the locations where the car is used for work or for shopping.  Whilst using a 

car for shopping in the outlying areas is understandable, there appears to be a large percentage 

of respondents who used their cars for shopping locally in Market Bosworth. 
 

The next two charts illustrate the other main reasons why people use their cars. 
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It is important to remember that Questions 2.3 and 2.4 invited a range of answers and the 

figures are an analysis of the number of boxes ticked, and not therefore directly related to the 

number of households responding. This multiple use is evident from the fact that 76% of 

respondents used their car for shopping, 74% for leisure activities and 71% for medical 

attendance. This is, of course, in addition to 37% of respondents in full or part-time 

employment commuting to work. 

 

A common theme in many responses was a willingness to not use the car for short journeys 

(often citing environmental concerns) but a feeling that there was no other option. 

 

Q 2.5   Your opinion of public transport in  Market Bosworth 
     

 
 

Clearly the active users of local buses who think well of the service are in a minority, but the 

level of response to the following question suggests that there is the potential to improve the 

situation.   
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Q 2.6   What would encourage greater use of public transport? 
                                
The questionnaire gave 18 options here, which for clarity we have separated into those 

specifically related to bus frequency and secondly, issues around the bus service generally.  

Respondents indicated that their main transport problems were at weekends with only a quarter 

considering it was a problem during peak periods. 
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Value for money was not the main issue when it came to user friendliness.  What was most 

significant was the ability to connect to other transport services. 
 

Generally it was felt that there were insufficient 

buses at weekends and there could be an improvement 

in the services to provide better connections with other 

transport services, such as to trains in Hinckley and 

Nuneaton. 

 

In particular there was an indicated need for more 

buses down Station Road; more direct routes to 

Leicester because of the present journey times; more 

direct services to hospitals in Leicester and Nuneaton; 

A bus stop at the canal, buses to Hinckley in the 

evenings and a service to a large supermarket. 

 

Q 2.7   Do you use or require any of the Community Transport Schemes?  
 

Of the respondents who answered this question the majority indicated they did not require any 

of the community transport types listed. A small percentage requested more information. 

 

 

 

 

One Residentôs Comment 
 

ñOffer an express service possibly 

every two hours between 9.30 & 

5.30 to Leicester.  The faster 

transit time could be achieved by 

cutting out the route which takes 

the buses via Carlton, Barton, 

Nailstone, Barlestone and the 

centre of Newboldò. 
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Q 2.8   Here we asked, from a selection of 11 suggestions, what would 

encourage you to walk more within Market Bosworth. 
  

            
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

Q 2.9    What would encourage you to cycle more? 

 
There were few responses to the listed suggestions.  However, similar problems to those cited for 

walking seemed to cause concern - mostly traffic related: narrow roads, as well as being unable to cycle 

because of age. 
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Although a considerable number of respondents were 

happy with the existing infrastructure, for others, the 

main areas for concern against walking were: 

 

× The dangerous and narrow pathways down 

Station Road 

× The lack of pavement to Bosworth Water 

Trust 

× Speeding traffic  

× The danger of crossing the road near the  

       Co-op store 

× Vehicles parked on pavements 

× Dog fouling on the pavements 
 

One Residentôs 

Comment 
 

ñHard, pushchair-friendly, 

path from village access to 

Bosworth Park to join 

Arboretum and complete 

circular walk round Bow 

Poolò. 

One Residentôs Comment 

 
ñOff-road cycle ways would be very welcome as we often get in 

the car to drive to a safe place to cycle with childrenò. 
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Q 2.10 - 2.11   Traffic Issues and locations in Market Bosworth 

 

             
 

Speeding traffic, mainly on Station Road, Barton Road and Shenton Lane, together with the 

large number of heavy goods vehicles driving through the village were considered to be the 

major problems. 

 

The length of time taken to construct the proposed golf course was a cause for concern 

amongst a large number of respondents, which has no doubt exacerbated a number of the 

problems illustrated above. 

 

Respondents placed emphasis on: 

 

× Restricted parking in the region of the village centre 

× Pick up and drop off points around the schools  

× The take-way food shops 

× Parking on Barton Road and Shenton Lane 

× The lack of parking restriction enforcement  

× The Bull in the Oak crossroad, although technically outside the Parish, was also cause 

for concern 

 

 

Q 2.12   Through the County Councilôs Speed Watch Scheme, equipment 

and support is provided to communities wishing to monitor the speed of 

traffic through their village.  Following a successful pilot other communities 

are now being considered.  The County Council requires either 200 

signatures or 20% of the village population to pledge their support in order 

for the community to be considered for the scheme.  A response of YES to 

this question indicates support. 

 
The percentage of respondents in favour of a Scheme (64%) meets the requirements of the 

County Council for consideration. 
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Q 2.13   Willingness to be Community Speed Watch Scheme volunteers. 
 

Of respondents 18% wished to actively take part in a scheme if introduced. 

 

Q 2.14    School travel plans help to alleviate traffic problems associated 

with taking children to and from school within your Parish.  Do you consider 

such plans should be developed and adopted within your local schools? 

 
Respondents felt that travel plans should be adopted as follows: 

 

× Market Bosworth High School (58%) 

× The Dixie Grammar School (68%)  

× St Peterôs C of E Primary School (71%) 

 

 

Q 2.15   Willingness to help your local school to develop a School Travel 

Plan  

 
Of respondents 22% were willing to help with the development of these plans. 

 

There were 24% of respondents who were willing to join a working group to further investigate 

transport issues. 

 

Summary  

 
This section (Q 2 Transport & Travel) of the questionnaire generated by far the greatest 

number of comments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parking 
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Q 3.1   The historic and natural environmental features of Market 

Bosworth 

 
Respondents were asked their opinion on a number of features as to whether they thought they 

were well protected. 
                                                                               Agree                                   Disagree                   

 
Buildings of architectural importance              214                                        14 

Archaeological sites and monuments               200                                        10 

Bosworth Battlefield      264      7 

Canal        192                                        34 

Hedgerows       132                 57   

Surrounding countryside     150    46 

Green Spaces within the Village     180    43 

Mature trees        164    69 

Private gardens       150    26 

Railway        157    22 

Spinneys and woodlands      157    24 

 
Q 3.2   What detracts from the Parishôs physical environment? 

 
      Agree                      Disagree 

 

Overgrown hedges, trees and verges     91             189 

Lack of trees        49            223 

Lack of open spaces       33            235 

Litter                 171            126 

Fly tipping      115            131 

Footways maintenance    143            135 

Public footpaths       93            132 

Road maintenance       99            160 

Dog fouling     179              99 

Pollution (noise, fumes etc.)      68            161 

Graffiti        28            227 

Abandoned vehicles       29                                       217  

  

Q 3.3   What would help you recycle more of your household waste? 

 
The key issue here would appear to be a broadening of the types of waste that are collected.  Over 140 

respondents wanted a wider variety of plastics eligible for collection and a way of dealing with large, 

bulky cardboard was a concern. 

 

Q 3.4   This question invited additional comments particularly regarding   

specific locations where environmental improvements could be made. 
 
There were approximately 65 views expressed, the most commented upon being: 

 

 

ENVIRO NMENT AND  PLANNING  
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× need for more litterbins (including for dog waste) 

× better control of parking 

× improved street lighting especially around Back Lane 

× the poor state of footpaths from the canal into the Village 

 
And on the positive side:- 

 

× favourable comments on the current waste collection system 

× appreciation of the efforts of Bosworth in Bloom 

× concern for appropriate conservation of the Village and surrounding areas 

 

Summary 
 
A lot of the additional comments in this section were traffic related: noise, fumes, mud on the roads and 

school transport.  Of equal concern was what might be described as untidiness: litter generally 

(including fly-tipping), dog fouling, badly maintained hedges and street sign clutter.   Rowdiness in the 

town centre and noise from Bosworth Hall Hotel was also cited as detracting from the quality of life. 

 

By and large, respondents were happy with the waste re-cycling facilities with most ócomplaintsô being 

that it was not extensive enough! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Listed pump outside Rainbow Cottage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


